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Congress
makes a
clean sweep

Off-campus
students broken up
over car break-ins
By Mmj dry Tinore ’07
News Staff

On a city campus
like that of Prov
idence College, crime
inevitably exists.
When
STUDENT students
LIFE begin
to ven
ture off campus,
however,
issues
regarding security
can become an even
greater concern.
With only two
months into the
school year, several
assaults and rob
beries have already
occurred off campus.
Just two weeks ago at
around midnight on
Oct. 18, a student was
assaulted near the fire
station on Admiral
Street. Three nights
later, at approx
imately 11:30 p.m. on
Oct. 21, a student was
robbed at gunpoint
across the street from
Abbey’s near La
Salle Bakery. These
are just two of the
incidents which Rev.
J. Stuart McPhail
O.P., Vice President
for Student Services,
has informed stu
dents of recently.
When a serious
assault or robbery has
taken place either on
or off-campus, Fr.
McPhail generally

posts a brief summary
of the incident near
the main entrance of
each dorm. There is
also a glass case near
Slavin Soft Lounge in
which Student Ser
vices posts a record of
security issues that
have occurred on and
off-campus through
out the past month.
According to the
statistics for the area
surrounding Pro
vidence
College
(which
includes
Admiral, Camden,
Douglas,
Eaton,
Oakland,
River,
Sharon and Sand
ringham streets),
since Oct. 1 there
have been 54 assaults,
including two firearm
assaults and seven
dangerous weapon
assaults. Forty-one of
these were simple
assaults. One hundred
eighteen larcenies
have been recorded
along with 37 motor
vehicle thefts, nine
firearm robberies, and
two forced rapes.
Richard Kless,
Director of OffCampus Living, said
students need to take
careful precautions,
regardless of how
invulnerable they
may think they are.
“It’s very simple,
students need to lock
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By Lindsey Sheppard ’06
News Staff
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SECURITY
By Stephanie Barkus ’05
Senior News Staff

oes Providence
College Security
measure up to
that of other
schools?
With Major John J.
Leyden recently taking
over as the College's new
Executive Director of
Public Safety and
Security, the question of
whether or not the
department
meets
students’(needs is an
appropriate one.
“I think we have a
very fine security
department,”
said
Jacqueline
Kiernan
MacKay, Assistant Vice
President for Student
Services. “Our security
system meets our campus

D

and the

needs.”
According to a pam
phlet issued by the Office
of Safety and Security,
there are currently 28
officers and five shift
supervisors on staff, in
addition
to
four
dispaichers/switchboard
operators; all have
knowledge of emergency
medical care and receive
in-service training.
In addition to security
officers on patrol, PC
provides its students with
a number of other
services, including a
campus escort service,
emergency telephones
located around campus,
and a crime alert system,
all with the purpose of
increasing students’
safety.
On the other side of

CITY

Providence at Brown
University, which is larger
than PC with about 5500
undergraduates, students
are protected by a
nationally accredited law
enforcement agency. The
Brown
University
Department of Public
Safety, one of only four
accredited agencies in
Rhode
Island,
is
recognized
by
the
Commission
on
Accreditation For Law
Enforcement Agencies,
Inc.
“Having an actual
Brown Police/Security
presence
definitely
contributes to campus
safety because all of our
officers can navigate
through this campus
SECURITY/Page 2

New security chief shares goals and vision
By Meghan Welsh ’06
News Staff

Major John J. Leyden, an
officer in the Rhode Island State
Police, has joined the
Providence College community
early this week as
CAMPUS the new Executive
NEWS Director of Public
Safety
and
Security on campus. Major
Leyden previously served with
the Rhode Island State Police
for twenty-four years before
retiring from the force and
accepting a position at
Providence College.
“I feel like I have a previous
familiarity with Providence
College,” Leyden commented.
“I grew up in the area so I have
a bond with the campus al
ready.”
Leyden’s father was a Provi
dence Police Officer and Ley
den chose to follow in his foot
steps. Though he was accepted
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A former Major in the Rhode Island State Police, Leyden
begins his new job as PC’s chief of security.
to Providence College after Roger Williams University and
completing high school, he his MA in the same field from
opted to go farther away from Salve Regina University.
Major Leyden worked
home for his education. He en
rolled at the University of throughout Rhode Island during
Rhode Island and left to go to his service with the state police,
receiving 24 commendations
the Police Academy shortly af
terwards. Leyden later received for outstanding police work.
his BA in Criminal Justice from Working in a variety of posi

tions over the years, his most
recent title was the Major/Field
Operations Officer, where he
oversaw the Uniformed and
Detective Bureaus and was the
media spokesperson for his
division of the police.
Out of 207 Rhode Island
State Police offcers, Major
Leyden’s most recent position
ranked him as the second high
est officer in the state. He re
cently reviewed his options for
continuing a career in public
safety when he would be
forced to accept mandatory
retirement from the State Po
lice after his many years of
service.
“I found myself at a cross
roads in my professional life,”
Leyden said. “I wanted to stay
involved in public safety, but I
was open to other areas than
law enforcement. Many retired
state police officers that I knew
INTERVIEW/Page 3
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Congress banned certain late-term abortions.
World provides a history of U.S. abortion laws.
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This year, the Student Con
gress executive board, along
with the class officers and
representatives, has planned a new
community ser
STUDENT vice initiative for
LIFE PC clubs to get
involved with.
The proposed program is a
neighborhood clean-up pro
gram unlike any community
service program Congress has
held in past years. The idea for
this event is based on the Adopta-Street program, where a par
ticipating company or organiza
tion is responsible for maintain
ing a street in their community.
Student Congress has re
cruited large PC clubs to
“adopt” a street off-campus and
clean it up every Sunday morn
ing. Each of the clubs that ac
cepted the offer to participate in
the project were then assigned
one of the streets in the neigh
borhood surrounding the col
lege.
Congress members have
been divided into groups of five,
which were assigned to clean
the streets certain Sundays of
the school year. Over the course
of the school year, each Con
gress member will clean Oak
land Avenue at least once.
WDOM, Providence
College’s radio station, was one
of the organizations that will
participate in the cleanup. “The
Congress neighborhood clean
up sounds like a good idea. I
think it will keep people living
in the area in favor with PC stu
dents. We cause more noise
than necessary and it’s a good
way to help out the commu
nity,” commented DJ Will
Shugg ’06.
The other PC clubs invited
to participate in the Adopt-aStreet program were BMSA,
BOP, The Cowl, Veritas, Friars
Club, and PSO. “We think the
street clean up is a great idea.
We’re excited to participate
along with the rest of the
campus in helping to clean up
the community,” remarked
Friars Club president Chris
Tillona’04.
Huxley Avenue has been as
signed to BMSA members, and
WDOM members will be clean
ing Pasteur Street. Tyndall
Street has been assigned to
BOP, members of The Cowl will
be cleaning Pinehurst Street,
and members of Veritas have
been assigned to Radcliffe.
Pembroke Street has been as
signed to PSO, and PC athletes
clean up Eaton Street.
BOP member, Kate Dailey,
commented, “I think the neigh
borhood clean up is a very posi
tive event and will probably
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PBS documentary probes origin of societal race
By Mike Massey ’06
Senior News Staff

The “White Man’s Burden,” and
“Manifest Destiny” are terms that have
probably been used in every American
history course taught in high school and
college. But what ex
LECTURE actly do they mean and
when did they first
come into being? This
was the main topic of the second install
ment of the lecture series “Race: The
Power of an Illusion,” held on Tuesday,
Oct. 28 in Moore Hall.
The series is sponsored by Students
Organized Against Racism (SOAR), the
Department of Sociology, Black Stud
ies Program, Balfour Center for
Multicultural Affairs, and the Depart
ment of Political Science.
Last week’s subject concerned the
connection between biology and race. In
the film, several researchers proved that
using DNA samples from people of vari
ous ethnic backgrounds, their molecu
lar makeup did not have any affect on
their race. For example, DNA taken
from black subjects were sometimes

more similar to that of white subjects
than to each other.
This week’s film, entitled Historical
and Social Origins of Race, began with
the Declaration of Independence, and
tried to make sense of the phrase, “.. .all
men are created equal.” Questions that
were raised in the movie included ones
like, “In a society where one whole as
pect of the population was held in bond
age, how could this statement be true?
How could Thomas Jefferson justify
this?”
“Where did this idea of race come
from if not from biological reasons?”
asked Dr. Eric Hirsch, Associate Profes
sor of Sociology and moderator for all
three discussions. Since last week’s film
claimed to disprove any scientific
grounds for racism, the argument was
made that race is only an idea. Why was
this “idea” thought up in the first place?
The film answers this question in simple
terms — to justify slavery.
According to the film, “Notes on the
State of Virginia,” serves as the docu
ment that justifies racism, and ultimately,
slavery in Jefferson’s eyes. In this fa
mous writing, Jefferson declares that

those who are enslaved are not really
men at all, since it was believed at the
time that the Africans were incapable of
civilized discourse.
This point is one of the driving forces
of the whole lecture, and from which
most audience reaction came. The film
argues that this is the central idea behind
the concept of race. By stating that the
African slaves were below human de
velopment, Jefferson had created a ra
tionalization for their bondage. In the
eyes of the southern plantation owner,
the Africans’ role was to be a laborer
under them, and nothing else. This cre
ates a “rationalization for slavery” which
was capable of surviving long after sla
very disappeared.
“It was a compelling argument in
vented to help with the structure of
America,” said Chris Callaghan ’06.
“I couldn’t believe it,” said Anthony
Masi ’06. “What a shock! I couldn’t be
lieve a whole story was made up to jus
tify what is 200 years of pain for minori
ties.”
Meggan Montano ’05, President of
S.O.A.R., said that the most shocking as
pect of the film was “that race is a man

made idea that is not a biological issue.
We thought up the idea of blacks as an
inferior race after we had slaves.. .1 was
very shocked.” “It kinda hurt that any
body would do anything like that to an
other person.” Montano continued.
“I think we definitely would need a
grassroots movement,” said Callaghan
on a possible solution, “We’re all the
same biologically, people just need to
learn what the truth is.”
Others argued that it is our culture’s
continued acceptance of the idea of race
that keeps the racism alive. “If we could
eliminate things that enforce race, such
as affirmative action,” Masi continued,
“Maybe then society would accept
equality.”
The third and final installment of this
film series, entitled, Continuing Impor
tance ofRace Discrimination in Ameri
can Society, will be shown on Nov. 4, at
7 p.m. in Moore Hall III. Montano hopes
that the concluding portion of the series
will present some type of solution to the
problem of racism, and that it will illus
trate “how much race is ingrained in our
culture and why can’t it be removed.”

Security: students react to state of campus safety in Providence
continued from front page
swiftly and are more accessible to
service community members than
municipal officers are,” said Michelle
Nuey, Assistant Manager of the Special
Services Bureau of the Brown University
Department of Public Safety.
Nuey said that while Brown officers
have the same training as municipal
officers, they are currently not armed.
Brown President Ruth Simmons is,
however, expected to make a decision
concerning this issue soon.
On a typical night, the minimum
amount of security at Brown includes
two police officers, as well as two
security officers, a sergeant, two
Providence Police details, and three
Sterling Security Personnel individual
posts.
Asked about schools that have their
own police force, such as Brown,
MacKay said, “At this point, what we
have in place fits our needs.”
The presence of police at Brown does
not, in fact, appear to make all students
feel as safe as might be expected. Nuey
said that recent assaults and robberies
might be contributing to students’
concerns about safety.
"I often feel like I can’t go places I’d
like to go,” said Diana Fithian, a senior
at Brown. She cited a recent mugging

on campus that took place at 7 p.m. as a
reason for not feeling safe.
She added that while the presence of
the police on campus is helpful, they
seem more like security guards than
cops.
Another student also found the recent
crimes on campus disconcerting. “It’s a
little startling,” said Daniel Cayre, a
junior at the school. “Crimes happen in
common places, places where everyone
walks.”
One student, however, felt very safe.
“I’ve never not felt safe on campus,” said
Joe Beiser, a sophomore. “It’s definitely
safer than any city I’ve ever been in.”
The fact that Providence is a city
makes the job of security officers on both
campuses more difficult.
“We’re in a city. It’s an open
campus,” said MacKay. “We take as
many precautions as we can.”
At another school in Providence,
Johnson & Wales University, security is
similar to PC’s, with foot, vehicle, and
bicycle patrols as well as crime alert
notices. However, some students at the
school expressed a negative view of the
security officers.
Christine St. Mary, a sophomore at
Johnson & Wales, said of the officers,
“Sometimes they take their power to a
higher level than they should. I guess
they’re just doing they're job.”

While St. Mary said she feels
comfortable walking alone at night, Amy
Albanese, a freshman, said that this is
something she will not do. “Sometimes
at night you see people walking around
that don’t belong here,” she said.
Freshman Dave Silva said that at
night, he walks with other people.
“Generally, I feel safe on campus,” he
said.
Albanese, Silva, and, Josh Tumey,
also a freshman, all said that they were
unhappy with security’s handling of a
recent riot on campus.
Tumey said that there were many
fights during the riot, but the police were
never called.
“They instigated most of the fight,”
said Albanese of the security officers.
Johnson & Wales officials were
unavailable for comment regarding
security on campus.
Meanwhile, at Rhode Island College,
students had equally bad opinions
concerning campus security.
"I think it’s completely inadequate.
We have one camera and it doesn’t even
rotate." said Jacqueline Carr, a junior at
R1C. "Out of my roommates, four out
of eight people had their cars broken
into.”
"You just don’t feel safe walking back
from the parking lot, especially at night,”
said Kim Malone, a senior at the school.

Students’ perception of security at PC
was much more positive than at Johnson
& Wales and RIC.
“I feel really safe on campus. I never
questioned walking anywhere alone until
the mugging on campus,” said Liz
Lindgren ’05. “I still feel really safe.”
Mike Daddio ’06 also said that he
feels safe on campus, though he added,
“It’s very easy to get on campus via car.
Security guards don’t seem to really
care.”
Julie Conway ’05, on the other hand,
said that she does not feel fully safe on
campus at night, though she will still
walk alone. “I think they do all they
can,” she said of the security officers.
“We live in a bad neighborhood
anyway.”
MacKay said that even if students do
feel safe, it is important to take
precautions such as walking in lighted
areas and using the escort service.
She said that now, with Major Leyden
taking over, the Office of Safety and
Security is given an opportunity to
reassess and address needs in new and
different ways, adding that it is good to
hear student input and constructive
criticism.
“Safety and security is the
responsibility of all of us,” she said.

Campus Calendar for Oct. 31 to Nov. 6
Submit events at www.thecowl.com/main. cfm?include=calendar
or email thecowl@providence.edu

2 Sunday

Friday
31
4:30 p..m.
Trick or Treating
for Cans
Meet at River Ave.
Gate
7:00 p.m.
Halloween/Ali
Saints Day Vigil

8:00 p.m.
Halloween Bash in
McPhail’s

1:00 p.m.
Stars Wars Movie
Marathon in Moore
Hall II

4
8:00 p.m.
Monday Night
Football in
McPhail’s

6:00-8:00 p.m.
3rd Annual Dances
from Latin America
‘64 Hall

8:00 p.m.-l:00 a.m.
204 Nights in
Peterson
JI

Saturday
1

10:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m.
Malassada sale in
Lower Slavin

7:00 p.m.
“He Loves Me, He
Loves Me Not”
showing in Feinstein
Function Room
8:00 p.m.
Coffeehouse Pre
sents: “Open Mic
Night” in McPhail’s

3

Monday

6 Thursday

Tuesday

10:00 p.m.
Praise and Worship at
St. Dominic’s Chapel

5:30-8:30 p.m.
Spaghetti Dinner
hosted by Alpha
Epsilon Delta in
McPhail’s

12:30-3:30 p.m.
Things for Thur.
Caricatures by the
PC Art Club
Lower Slavin

6:30-8 p.m.
“A Mystic VoiceThe Story of the
Pequot War”
Soft Lounge, Slavin
Center

5 Wednesday

October 30,2003

News

The Cowl 3

Interview: New chief of security wants to light up campus
continued from front page

suggested college security and it seemed
like a perfect fit for me.”
Leyden has already expressed that his
first few days at Providence College
have been positive and he is enthusias
tic about beginning his duties on cam
pus. He feels that Providence College
students give the campus a “youthful
feel” compared to working with the State
Police and that he will enjoy working in
such an environment.
Though Major Leyden is still mak
ing the transition between jobs, he al
ready has many perceptions of the Provi
dence College community and what se
curity issues need to be addressed. Ley
den observed that the rules that govern a
college are sometimes different from
what he has dealt with in his profession
in the past.
“Working with the State Police, we
are enforcing the laws of the state. The
police must follow the black-and-white
rules that the state has implemented and
judges are the ones who make decisions

regarding these laws,” Leyden said. “A
campus is somewhat different. There is
a gray area which addresses what is best
for the students and the college commu
nity as a whole.”
Major Leyden feels that Providence
College has a very strong security force
yet there are issues he wishes to address
regarding safety. Fine-tuning the secu
rity camera system on campus and im
proving the night-time lighting around
the campus are priorities for him. Get
ting the Providence Police involved with
the security office on campus is also part
of Leyden’s plan.
“I have contacts with the Providence
Police Department from working with
the state police and they will soon have
their new police station in the immedi
ate area. If we work with them about
problems that we are having or issues of
crime that arise, they could be a tremen
dous asset to us,” Leyden commented.
Leyden also said that the Providence
Police would be especially helpful in
providing assistance to students at the
College that have safety problems that

occur off-campus where there are no se
curity officers making rounds.
Two of the issues which students feel
most strongly about on campus are the
lack of parking and the threat of car theft.
Leyden has already met with Jackie
MacKay, Assistant Vice President of Stu
dent Services, to discuss the shortage of
parking on campus and says that they are
“currently looking into different possi
bilities for improvement.”
On the top of Major Leyden’s list of
issues to address on campus are serious
crimes such as assaults, many of which
have taken place this year on campus and
in the surrounding area.
“Providence College has an open
campus so it is easier for outsiders to
target vulnerable college students who
feel secure because they are on campus
and feel safe,” Major Leyden said. “Stu
dents need to be aware that there is al
ways a threat and that they must always
have their guard up to possible danger
ous situations.”
In order to create a safer campus,
Major Leyden plans to implement what

he referred to as “community policing.”
This involves using everyone on cam
pus as a resource when it comes to pre
venting crime and other safety issues.
The security officers on campus cannot
be everywhere at every given moment.
Leyden said, “In order to investigate
problems on campus quickly and effi
ciently, we need to incorporate the eyes
and ears of the students on campus. If
they keep us aware of what they see that
is suspicious on campus, then we can
respond to it immediately.”
In addition, Leyden wants to make
sure that the Security Officers on cam
pus are accessible, especially if students
need to make requests or have questions
about their safety or campus security. He
himself is planning to go out on campus
in uniform as soon as possible instead
of staying behind closed doors at a desk
in the security office.
“I want the students to feel like they
are able to come to me with their con
cerns because that is my job,” Major
Leyden said. “I plan to be as visible and
approachable on campus as possible.”

Clean-up: PC’s clubs and organizations get down and dirty
continued from front page

improve relationships between year
round residents and PC students. I think
it’s important for the PC students to take
an active role in the community.”
The Adopt-a-Street program is de
signed for off-campus areas where there
is a large presence of Providence Col
lege students. Congress initiated the pro
gram after noticing that the neighbor
hood was quite littered after the week
ends. They wanted to give the surround
ing areas a cleaner and more presentable
appearance.

“We are trying to lead by example and
demonstrate that Providence College
cares about its community,” said Con
gress President Andrea Essner ’04.
In the past, Student Congress orga
nized an off-campus cleanup twice a
year. According to Essner, the Adopt-aStreet program aims to involve more stu
dent organizations and express more
strongly that students care about the
community in which they live.
These new cleanup projects are not
the typical community service projects
done by Congress in the past. Accord
ing to Essner, “(The Adopt-a-Street pro
gram] is a big challenge to all of the

clubs, not just Student Congress. Hope
fully, by the leadership of all the clubs
combined, we will make a positive im
pact on our residential neighbors who
usually see students at Providence Col
lege as party-oriented and inconsider
ate.”
The Adopt-a-Street program is sched
uled to begin this Sunday, Nov. 2.
Cleanup will take place every following
Sunday that the college is in session.
Another Congress-run community
service event is Trick-or-Treating for
Canned Goods this Friday from 4:306:30. Dressed in Halloween costumes,
the participants will start at the gates of

River Avenue and spread throughout the
nearby neighborhoods asking for canned
goods, instead of candy. All non-per
ishable items will be donated to the
Ronald McDonald House. “Rationally,
more people will probably donate since
we have made the effort to come to their
homes in a very creative manner,” said
Essner.
Student Congress currently volun
teers with the Rhode Island Food Bank
and in the next few months hopes to de
velop a service program with the new
Providence police substation across from
the Seven-Eleven convenience store.
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Crime: cars prove easy target for off-campus thieves
continued from front page
their doors at all times,” advised Kless.
“They need to keep their cell phones on
and let their roommates know where they
are at all times. . . make use of the cell
phone, and let that be your tool to keep
in touch. I think it helps if everyone looks
out for each other.”
Despite the recent incidents that have
occurred off campus, Kless said he
believes that in general, off-campus
security is has not been more of a
problem this year than it has been in
previous years.
“ For the most part, I think it’s really
well behaved. We’re having a good year
so far. I wouldn’t classify it as being
overly dangerous,” he said.
For some students, living off-campus
poses some difficult situations
concerning theft and property damage.
Bianca Emini ’04, is all too familiar with
security issues that occur off-campus. An
unknown suspect broke into Emini’s car
and stole her car radio, sunglasses, and
loose change this past month.
Emini said she contacted the
Providence Police after the incidents, but
found them to be of very little assistance.
“They don’t do anything,” said
Bianca of the police. “They say there’s
about 12 break-ins each week so they
can’t do anything about it. . . you just
have to be cautious, things like this can
happen anywhere.”
Similar to Bianca’s situation, Liz
Stanton '04, had her car broken into this
summer while it was parked in her
driveway on Eaton Street. Stanton, who
had left her car doors unlocked, was left
with a broken car windshield, and a half
attached radio.
To make matters worse, Stanton’s car
was yet again vandalized and broken into

one week after the first incident. The
back windshield of her car was smashed,
and the rear-view mirror, car light and
car radio were stolen. The person or
persons responsible for the break-ins
were not found.
Stanton’s roommate, Katie Rusinko
’04, also encountered some difficulties
regarding motor vehicle parts theft. Two
weeks after Rusinko moved into her
Eaton Street apartment this year, her car
window was smashed and her stereo was
stolen. “The police didn’t do too much .
. .they said it happens all the time,” said
Rusinko of the break in.
Stanton and Rusinko had their
landlord put a light in the front of their
apartment to help prevent further
incidences.
According to Kless, police will soon
be a stronger presence off-campus as a
police substation is relocating from Chad
Brown Street to 206 Camden Street, near
the corner of Douglas Avenue and Eaton
Street. Kless said he expects the
construction of the station to be complete
within the next six to eight weeks. The
headquarters is not relocating
specifically for the college, but rather to
serve all of District Seven, which
includes Providence College, Chad
Brown and Smith Hill.
Leuitenant Steven Casbarro, head
commander of District Seven, said the
headquarters will be stationed in a
critical location, seeing as many of the
assaults and robberies occur near
Camden Avenue.
“I think it’s an outstanding idea,” said
Lt. Casbarro. “We’re really hoping to
reduce the amount of assaults on students
and the number of robberies in the area;
I think it’s going to be like an oasis
there.”
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Katie Rusinko ’04 has had her car [above] broken into and her
radio stolen while parked off campus.
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Stuartstock
showcases
PC’s musical
talent
by

Megan Comerford ’06
Senior News Staff

On Wednesday evening at 7:30
Student Congress kicked off their fifth
annual Stuart Stock in McPhail’s.
Sponsored by the Alcohol Committee of
Student Congress, Stuart Stock is an
event to promote alternative ways of
having fun that don’t include alcohol.
Fallon Hauser ’05 and Andrew
Wallace ’05 organized the event, which
included free Ronzio’s pizza, raffle
prizes, student bands, and the a cappella
groups Special Guest, Anaclastic, and
Strictly Speaking, not to mention “the
coolest free t-shirt ever,” according to
Bob Tobio ’07.
Covers of Green Day and The Strokes
songs were heard throughout the lower
Slavin lobby as the PC bands attracted a
full house, leaving standing room only.
Hauser, who put a great deal of time
into the preparations, was thrilled that
the event was such a success and pro
duced such a large turnout.
“It’s an opportunity for PC kids to
come together and have a good time
without any alcohol ... it’s a complete
Providence College event,” said Ann
Royals '05.
McPhail’s started filling up at 7:00
pm - much earlier than in previous years
- and was packed for most of the night.
“It’s a nice break from studying,” com
mented Brooke Huminski ’07.
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New abortion bill latest in long, divisive battle
The legal, ethical and philosophical issues of abortion focus
around the question of when the embryo or fetus becomes a
person protected under the law. Technological advances in
recent years have allowed us to see photographs of the fetus in
the womb, which some believe shed light upon the personhood
of the fetus.

8 Weeks - At 1” long, the
embryo is now called a fetus.
The spine begins to form, the
heart is beating, and facial
features are developing
rapidly.

11 Weeks - By the end of the
first trimester, all of the
fetus’s organs are formed, and
it will spend the next six
months in the womb growing
larger and stronger.

Legal Highlights
1700s - The constitutionality
and legal status of abortion is
unclear.
1812 - Connecticut became the
first state to outlaw abortion
after “quickening,” at which
time the mother can feel the
fetus moving.
1900s - Studies estimate that
one in four pregnancies are
ended by abortion in the first
half of the 20th century.
1967 - Abortion is a felony in
49 states.
1970 - Hawaii becomes the
first state to repeal the ban on
abortion, legalizing the
procedure in the first 20 weeks
after conception.
1973 - In Roe vs. Wade, the
Supreme Court ruled that the
right to use abortion in the first
trimester is a privacy issue
protected by the Constitution.
1979 - In Bellotti vs. Baird, the
Supreme Court ruled that a
by

14 Weeks - At 6”, the fetus
develops eyelids, fingernails,
fine hair, lungs and sweat
glands. Muscle tissue and
bones develop, and involun
tary movement is common.

20 Weeks - The pregnancy is
half over, and the fetus now
has eyebrows and eyelashes.
A baby bom prematurely at
this stage has close to a 50
percent chance of survival.

34 Weeks - At 15” to 17”, the
fetus has an excellent chance
of surviving premature birth.
The brain and nervous system
are almost fully developed.
The fetus can now see and
hear, and has control over its
muscle movements.

40 Weeks - The lungs are the
last organ to fully develop.
The baby is ready to live
outside the womb. However,
many psychologists say that
the baby will not become
rational or self-aware for
another 18 months.

Sources: Medline Plus Medical Encyclopedia, Baby Center, Life
Issues Institute
Photos from: Life Issues Institute

Danica Pecirep ’04
World Staff

“Yes, I’ll sign the ban on par
tial birth abortion,” President
George W. Bush said at a White
House news conference on Tues
day. “And, no, I don’t think the
culture has changed to the extent
that the Ameri
FEATURE can people or
the Congress
would totally
ban abortions.
The president’s remarks came
in response to last Tuesday’s
Senate vote of 64 to 34 to ban
what supporters of the bill call
“partial-birth abortion.” The
House of Representatives ap
proved the legislation earlier this
month.
Bush’s signature will end the
long debate over this specific
procedure that began in 1995
when Republicans became the
majority in the U.S. House. Two
similar bills were presented dur
ing the Clinton Administration,
although they were vetoed by
President Bill Clinton on the ba
sis that they lacked an exception
to protect the health of the
mother.
This new bill states that par
tial birth abortion is the delivery
of a fetus “until, in the case of a
headfirst presentation, the entire
fetal head is outside the body of
the mother, or in the case of the
breech presentation, any part of

minor under 18 can get an
abortion without parental
consent.
1980 - In Harris vs. McRae,
the Supreme Court upholds a
law banning the use of
Medicaid for abortion, except
to save the mother’s life.
1986 - The Supreme Court
strikes down President Ronald
Reagan’s attempt to overturn
Roe vs. Wade.
1989 - In Webster vs. Repro
ductive Health Services, the
Supreme Court rules that
abortionists cannot use public
money or facilities, and that a
doctor must test the fetus if the
woman is more than 20 weeks
to determine viability outside
the womb before performing
an abortion.
1992 - The Supreme Court
abandons the “trimester”
approach to the issue, and
rules that the state may not
place obstacles in the way of a

woman seeking an abortion.
1993 - President Bill Clinton
lifts the gag rule on doctors,
which had ordered that
doctors not suggest abortion to
patients as an option.
1997 - Clinton vetos a bill
passed by Congress that
would ban some late-term
abortions.
2003 - Congress bans partial
birth abortion, and is pending
President George W. Bush’s
eager signature.
According to the Alan
Guttmacher Institute, 25
percent of total pregnancies in
the United States now end in
abortion, five percent of which
involve rape, incest, defor
mity, or maternal health.

the fetal trunk past the navel is
outside the body of the mother,
for the purpose of performing
an overt act that the person
knows will kill the partially de
livered living fetus.” Further
more, under this measure any
one violating the ban would be
subject to two years in prison
and unspecified fines.
Senate Majority Leader Bill
Frist, (R-Tenn.), who is also a
heart surgeon, stated, “The leg
islation we just passed will save
lives. We have just outlawed a
procedure that is barbaric, that
is brutal, that is offensive to our
moral sensibilities and it is out
of the mainstream of the ethi
cal practice of medicine today.”
In contrast to this statement,
Democratic presidential candi
date Howard Dean, who is also
a physician-politician, said, “As
a physician I am outraged that
the Senate has decided it is
qualified to practice medicine.”
He added, “[this legislation]
will endanger the lives of count
less women.”
Opponents and legal experts
argue that the absence of an allencompassing health exception
will prevent the bill from be
coming law. At the same time,
however, the Congressional au
thors of the bill say they have
addressed the concerns of the
Supreme Court both by making
the language of the bill more
specific and through the inclu-

sion of Congressional findings
that suggest the given procedure
is never medically necessary.
Currently, there are three
major groups that say they will
file suit to block the law from
taking effect, including the Cen
ter for Reproductive Rights,
Planned Parenthood Federation
of America, and the National
Abortion Federation, who will
be represented by the American
Civil Liberties Union.
The Abortion Federation’s
president, Vicki Saporta, said,
“This bill puts doctors in the
untenable position of choosing
the best and most appropriate
care for their patients or risk
going to jail...It will be a very
short lived victory. The bill will
be enjoined and will not become
law.”
The Supreme Court’s ruling
on Roe vs. Wade helped create
the “pro-life”/“pro-choice” di
vide that characterizes the po
litical debate today. Incidents of
abortion clinic bombings, of at
tacks on physicians who per
formed abortions, and other
such conflicting occurrences
have been common in the years
since 1973.
Experts predict that the bill
will not go into effect for two
or three years if it is contested
in the courts.

—Sarah Long ’04

Sources: CNN, U.S. Supreme
Court, Chicago Tribune,
Kentucky Post

Sources: AP, The New York
Times, Reuters

Violence in Iraq targets U.S. senior officials
by

Jill Szaro ‘05
World Staff

Around 6:00 a.m. Sunday
morning, explosions were
heard in Baghdad as the Rashid
hotel was hit by
IRAQ rockets on its
third, eighth,
and 11th floor,
where United States Deputy
Defense Secretary Paul D.
Wolfowitz was staying during
his visit to Iraq. Fifteen people
were injured, but Wolfwitz was
quickly escorted out of the
building and was not harmed.
This is the second attack in
less than a month on the hotel.

On Sept. 27, three explosives
hit the 14th floor but caused
little damage and few injuries.
Located on the west bank
of the Tigris River, the Rashid
hotel has acted as a housing and
headquarters facility over the
past months for United States
forces and personnel involved
in the reconstruction of Iraq.
Wolfowitz and senior aides
were staying on the 12th floor
of the hotel when the rockets
hit the building.
This attack by anti-Ameri
can guerillas on the Rashid ho
tel provokes many questions
and concerns about the safety
and security of American

If you measure [progress
in Iraq] by the horror it's
been through for the last
35 years, it's already an
enormous breakthrough,
and if you measure it by
the quite impressive
progress it has made in
just six months, again it is
encouraging.
U.S. Deputy Defense Secre
tary Paul D. Wolfowitz^ -

forces in the MiddleEast
In recent months, the Bush
Administration has been bom
barded with doubts regarding
the necessity of the American
mission in Iraq. A recent opin
ion poll of 1,620 Iraqis 18 and
older released by the Iraq Cen
ter for Research and Strategic
Studies found that 60 percent of
Iraqis opposed the presence of
U.S. and allied forces in Iraq.
During his stay in Iraq
Wolfowitz hoped to demon
strate the necessity of the ongo
ing mission in Iraq to skeptical
Americans, members of Con
gress and U.S. allies. Despite
the violence and bloodshed,

Wolfowitz sees the continued
American presence in Iraq as
necessary in order to eliminate
loyalists of Saddam Hussein,
stabilize and rebuild the coun
try, and point it in the direction
of democracy. “If you measure
this place by unrealistic stan
dards, you can get discour
aged,” he said. “If you measure
it by the horror it's been through
for the last 35 years, it's already
an enormous breakthrough. And
if you measure it by the quite
impressive progress it has made
in just six months, again it is en
couraging.”
Sources: New York Times,
Washington Post
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Local
ACLU takes Providence Dept. Police
to court
In an effort to get city police to com
ply with a state anti-discrimination law,
the American Civil Liberties Union
(ACLU) has restarted a court battle with
Providence Police, contending that
members of the police force are still not
filing out the required forms when they
make traffic stops. The measure is part
of the Traffic Stops Statistics Act passed
by Rhode Island in 2000, after persis
tent complaints from non-white drivers
that police in Rhode Island were prac
ticing racial profiling. Initial counts
suggested significant noncompliance by
Providence Police because very few
data cards were being returned. Provi
dence Mayor David N. Cicilline (D) re
sponded by reaffirming his campaign
pledge to end racial profiling by city
police officers.

National
Wildfires rage through California
A set of raging wildfires rapidly
spread through southern California this
week, stretching from Simi Valley to
San Diego, forcing tens of thousands of
people from their homes. So far, more
than 1,100 homes have been destroyed,
600,000 acres charred, and 18 people
reported dead.
On Tuesday, firefighters decided to
set a controlled fire above the Ronald
Reagan Expressway, which runs above
the northern part of the San Fernando
Valley. The hope was that the rival fire
will eliminate any flammable brush that
the wildfire could feed on and prevent
it from reaching Los Angeles. Officials
now believe that the fires are under con
trol.

College
News
by

Qaeda network were killed in an aerial
assault by U.S.-led forces in Patika, a
southeastern province of Afghanistan.
According to Patika province governor
Mohammed Ali Jalali, the strike was a
response to an attack by Taliban and al
Qaeda forces that fired missiles and
heavy machine guns at a coalition of
U.S.-led troops and Afghan allies in the
town of Shkin, near the Pakistan border.

UEOGRAPHIX

1,100 homes have been destroyed,
600,000 acres charred, and 18 people
have been reported dead in the fires
sweeping through Southern Calif.

AP. CNN

Bob Fegley and son Kevin pack up
and get ready to evacuate from their
house in Stevenson Ranch, Calif.
International:
Raid kills 22 al Qaeda and Taliban
members
In a coordinated air strike, 22 fighters
for the ousted Taliban regime and the al

Report says tuition up 14 percent at public schools

Sarah Long ’04
World Editor

The cost for higher education has in
creased at both private and public uni
versities, according to a report released
by the College Board last Tuesday. The
brighter news is that overall student aid
has increased, though mostly in the form
of loans rather than grants, and it has
favored merit-based rather than need
based students.
The cost of a year at state universi
ties spiked 9.8 percent last year against

an inflation rate of just over two percent,
from $9,689 to $10,636. Tuition alone
increased 13 percent, the biggest hike in
30 years.
The cost of attending private colleges
and universities rose 5.7 percent to
$26,854 for a two-semester year. With
textbooks and other miscellaneous ex
penses, the cost coverage is $29,541.
The College Board reports several
reasons for the price hike. For state
schools, state appropriations have not
kept up with the rising costs. Faculty
compensation, especially health insur
ance and pension, has also become a
major burden on public and private
schools.

Weekly__

Kathryn Treadway ’06
World Staff

Saad al-Fagih, a 44-year-old Saudi
doctor, currently heads the London
based campaign Movement for Islamic
Reform in Arabia (MIRA).
On Oct. 24, Fagih and MIRA called
for Muslims in Arabia to protest against
the royal family, the second of such pro
tests called for during the month of
Ramadan. The royal family responded
harshly, arresting over 350 people.
Fagih was surprised at the turnout; “I
thought it was too early to call Saudis
into the streets, that people needed their
confidence built up to face the regime.
I thought they were convinced individu
ally, but... I never imagined they would
appear in such numbers.”
Fagih and three of his six siblings are
doctors. “Our father told us that only
physicians are really independent of oth
ers,” Mr. Fagih said. “If you are a doc
tor, even kings and princes will have to

While the costs are rising, so is the
aid. The board reports that federal, state,
and other institutions’ aid has increased
overall, as well as the number of student
recipients.
Still, aid is coming from loans more
than from grants. Over the past 10 years,
grant aid has increased 67 percent, while
financial aid in the form of loans has in
creased 147 percent. Consequently, stu
dent debt for graduates is up 74 percent
since 1997 to $ 16,000.
Another issue that the College Board
addressed was that aid is leaning toward
merit-based assistence. Merit-based aid
tends to go to students from middle and
upper class backgrounds, and critics

Saad al-Fagih

Spotlight
by

Palestinian Prime Minister agrees to
new term
Reneging on his earlier word to re
sign amid clashes with Palestinian leader
Yasser Arafat over the choice of cabinet
NASA
members, Palestinian Prime Minister
The
most
severe
solar
flare
since
1989
Ahmed Qurei accepted Arafat’s invita
hit us this week, distrupting commu
tion to extend his one month “emer
nications throughout the world.
gency” term and form a new govern
ment. Qurei’s predecessor, Mahmoud as G5, the highest possible intensity.
Abbas resigned his post after similar dis
“It is extremely rare to get this level
agreements with Arafat. Qurei has in
of geomagnetic storming,” said Larry
herited a tenuous situation that will in
Combs of forecasting administration at
Boulder.
clude grappling with Arafat over cabi
net choices and control of Palestinian se
Though solar flares are not danger
curity forces. Also difficult will be the ous to humans, they can cause power and
taming of radical Palestinian militants communications problems. The last time
who have been responsible for bombing a G5 hit earth was in 1989, and it se
and attacks in and around Israel. The end verely affected power grids in Canada.
of terrorist attacks is believed to be es
Japan’s Space Agency in Tokyo re
sential if the Palestinians wish to win any ported that their Kodama communica
concessions for the Israeli government. tions satillite malfunctioned as a result
of the flare this week.
Science:
Solar “weather” takes place in 11
year cycles. The sun is at the end of a
Severe solar flare distrupts
communications
high activity period, and thus this storm
Highly charged particles hit earth at comes as a great surprise to scientists.
1:00 a.m. Wednesday morning. The so
Auroras, or “northern lights” were
lar “cloud,” 13 times the size of earth, seen over the globe as a result of the
hurled toward us at about one million flare.
miles per hour.
Space Weather Center at the National Sources: CNN, The New York Times,
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra
Reuters, Financial Times, The Provi
tion in Boulder, Col. classifed the flare dence Journal

PBS

lie down in front of you.” Empowered
by this spirit of independence Fagih took
part in petition drives in Saudi Arabia for
which he was jailed for one month. “I
wasn't beaten or tortured because I come
from a prominent family that is distantly
related to the royal family, and I was a
surgeon at the main teaching hospital in
Riyadh and a professor at King Saud
University.”
He was exiled in 1994 and sought asy
lum in London where he took the lead
among other Arabian exiles in spearhead
ing the campaign which seeks to remove
the tyrannical monarchy and implement
democratic reforms. Among their recent
achievements has been the creation of AlIslah for radio and satellite broadcasting.

Through Al-Islah, Fagih tries to in
spire his fellow Saudis to protest and de
mand change. Al-Islah’s radio broad
casts have been jammed for the past six
days, and satellite broadcasts have shut
down repeatedly, but Fagih is confident
his engineers will be able to overcome
the government intervention.
In a land that that maintains strict con
trol over information and bans protests,
MIRA and Fagih represent the first voice
of opposition broadcasting in the coun
try. Fagih’s determination and persever
ance have endured many trials, includ
ing an attempted assassination this past
July, yet he remains hopeful for the fu
ture of his cause and his nation. “Be
fore Oct. 14, even people who agreed
with us thought we were talking about
things that were impossible in Saudi
Arabia, and they called me impractical
and unrealistic. But now I am confident
to say that the downfall of the regime is
an inevitable result of what has started.”

Sources: NY Limes, Aljazeerah

worry that needy students are being left
behind.
In response to rising college ex
penses, many parents of young children
are participating in pre-paid tuition, in
which the parents buy tuition credits that
can be used when their children reach
college.
However, the Investment Company
Institute reports that parents of children
age 11-15 saving for college have put
away an average of only $15,000.
The College Board is a non-profit or
ganization that deals with nation-wide
college issues, and administers standard
ized tests, including the SATs.
Sources: College Board, CNN, NY Times

ODDLY
ENOUGH

Anti-Enron lyricist
Former Enron pipline engineer David
Tousall, calling himself NRun, is plan
ning to release a rap album, Corporate
America, about his former employer later
this year, joking that he went from
“pocket protector to hard-core rapper.”
Tousall is angry that the legal battle
is taking so long and that the highest
excecutive named in the scandal so far
is Chief Financial Officer Andrew
Fastow.
Tousall also chastises former bosses
Jeff Killing and Ken Lay. His lyrics say,
“Skilling, going to find you rain, sleet,
or snow. When justice comes around,
you’re going to get hit.”
Lay did not uphold the values of re
spect and integrity that the company es
poused, says Tousall.
The album, which cost Tousall
$ 15,000 to make, is set to release on Dec.
3, exactly two years after Enron enacted
its massive layoff following bankruptcy.
—Sarah Long ’04
Source: Reuters
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Public transit PC diversity does not hold rank
is critical
Chris Ackley ’06
Commentary Staff

by

Caitlin Ford ’05
Commentary Editor

by

For the past year and a half, Providence
College students have enjoyed free transportation
on RIPTA, Rhode Islands’s mass transit system.
But what if there was not a 55 or 57 bus for PC
students to ride? This could
RHODE happen as part of a proposal
ISLAND to scale back transportation in
the city, and it would have
disastrous effects for PC students. A return to
the shuttle system would limit the areas to which
students could conveniently travel. Furthermore,
if students were forced to walk to less expedient
bus stops, trips downtown would no doubt cease
altogether, at least for those who do not have cars.
The proposal seeks to eliminate all trolley
service in Providence, as well as to cut back bus
routes in working-class neighborhoods. Mayor
David Cicilline (D) wrote, “This would have an
enormously negative effect upon the social,
economic, and tourism sectors of our city.” And
it clearly would. The trolley service serves as a
major tourist attraction, as it is a unique way to
travel around the city, and it also benefits the
businesses on its route, particularly those on
Federal Hill and the East Side. Furthermore, by
cutting out bus routes in working-class
neighborhoods throughout the city, this proposal
will prove to be devastating to the poorer
residents of Providence, as well as to the
businesses that employ them.
The new proposal will effect the economy of
the entire city by making transportation more
difficult. Shopping and patronage of businesses
throughout the city depends on the ability of
consumers to reach those destinations. By
reducing the number of bus routes and ending
the trolley system completely, the proposal being
considered by Governor Donald Carcieri (R) and
RIPTA would be detrimental to all businesses in
Providence. The relatively new Upass system
will be rendered useless if students do not have
convenient bus lines, and the increased revenue
from students would thus decline.
This proposal is damaging to the city of
Providence for reasons other than economy. It
would encourage the use of cars, which is not
only destructive of the environment, but which
also makes the city unfriendly for pedestrians.
This would hurt tourism, an area of the economy
that Providence has been trying to persistently
build in recent years. More personal cars on the
road also add to commute times, increase the risk
of accidents, and make enjoying the city much
more difficult.
Finally, cutting back mass transit programs
counters research and practical knowledge about
its use and importance in metro areas. The Rhode
Island Statewide Planning Program (SPP) has
created a transportation plan to be enacted over
the next ten years. Its recommendations, which
are based on much research, include providing
adequate funding for public transportation by
increasing the “allocation of gasoline tax
revenues to RIPTA.” And while it does suggest
modifying or eliminating poorly run RIPTA bus
lines, it encourages RIPTA to become the “onestop shop” for public transit. Thus, modifying
and improving these bus lines, rather than
removing them, would be the best option,
according to the SPP.
The proposal being considered by Governor
Carcieri and RIPTA, which will cut back public
transportation services, has no useful purpose.
Those who already do not ride the bus may not
be directly affected, but, if they have businesses
located in downtown Providence, they may find
it more difficult to find employees or may see a
decrease in business. And if Rhode Island can
afford to give tax breaks to corporations in the
state, why can they not afford to fund the
transportation system already in place? Clearly
the proposal would be detrimental to all residents
of the city of Providence, and would do too much
harm to be considered a practical way to help
solve Rhode Island’s budget problems.

Take a look at our school’s web
site. One of the first images popping
onto the screen is the cover of a recent
U.S. News with the caption “Best Col
leges 2004.” Provi
dence College annu
CAMPUS
ally ranks among the
top schools in the
country in a variety of categories, and
this year is no different. PC boasts a
high freshman retention rate and gradu
ation rate (Top 10 in the country) and
can proudly say it was ranked one of
the top two schools in the North region
of the “Best Universities-Master’s”
category.
However, nowhere on the college
website will you find PC’s other num
ber two ranking. According to The
Princeton Review, PC earns the infa
mous distinction as second on the list
measuring “Homogeneous Student
Population.”
Just how white is our campus? The
lack of diversity on PC’s campus is
only surpassed by Grove City College
in Grove City, Penn. If you have not
noticed this already, simply take a look
around you when you are sitting in
class, eating in Ray Cafe, or just walk
ing around campus. Practically every
one is white.
Simply by looking at the ethnic pro
file of the Class of 2007, one can see
the glaring lack of diversity. In a class
of976 students, there are only 11 Afri
can- Americans. This mirrors the num
ber of black students in the Class of
2006, despite the fact that the class size
between these two years grew by 100
students. In total, the freshman class
reports only 41 African-American, His
panic, Asian and Native American

(AHANA) students. This is a less than
respectable number. If you subtract
the slim number of minority students
at PC, you are left with a mass of white
kids.
One large exception to this campus
white-out is the PC basketball pro
gram. If you think it is trite and hack
neyed to bring this point up, then you
are absolutely right. But, the fact re
mains that the majority of the basket
ball players at PC are African-Ameri
can. What message does it send when
a school has no problem enhancing its
athletic programs with black athletes,
but neglects to make black students an
integral part of their campus as a
whole?

Simply by looking at the
ethnic profile of the Class of
2007, one can see the glaring
lack of diversity.
Predictably, you will not find these
statistics on any piece of literature in
the admissions office. PC displays the
impressive median SAT score of their
students because they are proud to
hold such high standards. By the same
token, does this prove that PC is some
what ashamed by this lack of diver
sity?
How can the College change this
embarrassing trend?
Part of the problem is PC’s current
reputation. It is hard to attract minor
ity students to an environment that
does not embrace diversity. However,
the school offers 25 Martin Luther
King Jr. Scholarships and South East
Asian Scholarships to deserving mi
nority students. These programs
should be substantially expanded to
generate more opportunities for stu

dents of various races and
ethnicities. Also, the College can
devote more time to recruitment ef
forts in inner cities that are highly
populated with minorities. Through
these programs, the College could
enhance its diversity, but also find
many talented prospective students
who are not from suburban Massa
chusetts.
Most of PC’s students (like my
self) come from upper or upper
middle class, white, Northeastern
suburbs. When asking people
where they are from, I am genuinely
surprised when the answer is not
Massachusetts, Connecticut or New
York (specifically Long Island).
Such towns look strikingly similar
to PC in terms of ethnic diversity.
Consequently, the student body eas
ily overlooks this crucial issue.
Despite this total lack of diver
sity, PC seems to be doing fine for
itself. Admissions are as competi
tive as ever, and as more compli
mentary rankings show, PC is one
of the most prestigious universities
in the Northeast. However, by liv
ing in this uniform environment, the
entire community is robbed of the
chance to interact with those from
other cultures.
PC prides itself on the Western
Civilization program, claiming that
spending two years learning about
great philosophers, kings, and au
thors will better prepare students for
life in the “real world.” Life is about
interacting with people. Commu
nicating and learning to understand
people with different values, ideas
and cultures is far more valuable
than anything you will read in a text
book. The “real world” is not 83.5%
white.

A Cuban cigar would sound good
by

Terence Sweeney ’06
Commentary Staff

If one were to examine any
country’s foreign policy and find one
that has lasted 41 years and still is not
working, wouldn’t it be about time to
reexamine
that
policy? Well ap
WORLD
parently the George
W. Bush Admin
istration has decided to maintain such
a failing policy, which will reinforce
failure. In 1962, President John F.
Kennedy imposed an embargo on the
nation of Cuba. And for 41 years,
presidents have maintained this failing
embargo with the inexplicable
confidence that it would lead to the
imminent collapse of the Castro
regime. Now President Bush has
announced he will tighten the embargo,
in order to cut back on illegal tourism
to the nation. In the past week,
however, the Senate voted 59-38 to end
the restrictions of tourism in the
original embargo,and the House of
Representatives has already passed a
similar resolution 227-188.
The Bush Administration supports
the embargo on Cuba and threatens to
veto the Congressional bill. The Bush
administration and supporters of the
embargo argue that if the U.S. allows
trade with Cuba, Castro will only use
the money to prop up his regime and
continue the suffering of his people. It
is certainly true the Castro regime is
unjust and should be opposed by
freedom-loving people. This strategy
of embargo, however, is problematic,
inconsistent with U.S. foreign policy,

unjust, and above all, ineffective.
It is certainly admirable for the
U.S. to take a policy on trade that
harms the American economy. Yet, a
foreign policy must be consistent. At
this time, the U.S. has flourishing trade
with multiple nations that have worse
human rights records than Castro.
These nations include China, Saudi
Arabia, Indonesia, and others. Our
relationship with China epitomizes the
inconsistency of our foreign affairs.
China is a Marxist nation that
imprisons, kills, and suppresses
countless dissidents, and has no free
press or free speech, and yet they are
one ofour largest trading partners. In
order for the U.S. to earn international
respect, we must maintain a consistent
and just foreign policy.
Meanwhile, what the U.S. is doing
to the Cuban people is wrong. For the
past 41 years, the U.S. has harmed
only the Cuban people. Castro is not
suffering from the embargo; he
remains in power and continues to
feed off the languishing Cuban people.
The policy is based on the premise that
the more the people suffer the more
likely they will oust Castro. This
means the U.S. is a primary cause for
the suffering of Cubans. The embargo
is economic warfare not against
Castro, but against Cubans. In recent
history, the U.S. has allowed some
food and medicine into Cuba, but
economic warfare remains the status
quo.
The Bush Administration claims
that opening trade would only benefit
Castro because it would “pay the
workers a pittance in worthless pesos

and keep the hard currency to prop
up the dictator and his cronies.” The
United States is the biggest trading
partner of every Latin American
country, and while one can be
assured that the benefits of open
trade would not be shared equally
in Cuba, the people would most
certainly benefit heavily.
The greatest supporter of the
embargo is Fidel Castro himself.
For forty years, he has been able to
put the blame for the sufferings of
his people solely on the U.S. While
many people do not fall for this
claim, as shown by the number of
immigrants to the U.S., it still has
shifted blame onto our shoulders
and given his regime greater
legitimacy and power in Cuba.
The greatest threat to any
communist tyranny is the flow of
ideas and prosperity. This is another
reason Castro supports the embargo.
America should open the floodgates
of trade with Cuba so that with our
goods will come our ideas of
democracy, freedom, and cap
italism. Cubans have languished for
so long under communism. The
realization that their lives might
improve under a Western-style
democracy would be the greatest
impetus for change. With trade
comes ideas. The present embargo
is failing and the only way to end
Castro’s regime is to flood his
nation with our products, our ideas,
and our tourists. America should
be launching an attack of ideas, not
hiding behind an unjust and out-ofdate embargo.
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Media shows support
for Pope John Paul II
on anniversary
by Juliette Paul ’05
Asst. Commentary Editor

TERRIBLE!

Chicken soup for the
sold soul.
by Dustin Kahoud ’04

Tangents and Tirades
Want a midterm break? Tangents are no-brainers.
Too many Ray rights for basketball players
Every basketball season, 1 am
filled with anger and wrath each time I entire Ray Cafe for a meal, and my meal
companions are forced to be subject to the ranting and ravings which inevitably
ensue. Well, perhaps I am exaggerating, but only about the former comment. Sadly,
my friends are forced to hear me rant and rave. Why, you may ask? Because of the
tables of food specially designated for the basketball team. From what I have
always been able to tell, all this does is enable the basketball teams to bypass the
long lines in order to get the same Ray fare everyone else is eating. If there is any
other purpose for serving the basketball teams food out of fancy silver containers,
I have yet to discern it in what is now my fourth basketball season at PC. I have
resolved myself to athletes getting early registration privileges to work around their
practice schedules (although as a musician and very extracurricularly involved
student, I feel I would be deserving of the same privileges), but the special food
business is utterly ludicrous. - Stephanie Pietros ’04
A spermatozoon is a single sperm
In response to Michael J. Raia’s Oct. 23
Tangent, I would like to note the reasons for Alfonso Lopez Cardinal Trujilo’s
statement, “The spermatozoon can easily pass through the ‘net’ that is formed by
the condom.” Lopez Trujillo’s statement is based on numerous research articles in
a Lexicon issued by the Council for the Family. The entry addressing condoms by
Monsignor Jacques Suadeau, a medical doctor who once worked at the National
Institutes of Health in Washington D.C., exhaustively lays out research supporting
the conclusion that condoms may not always block the HIV virus. The research he
bases this conclusion on found that if tiny plastic balls called “microspheres,” 120
nanometer in diameter, can pass through a condom’s membrane, so can HIV. It is
not fair to say the cardinal was “lying” or deliberately attempting to “injure social
justice.” - Juliette Paul ’05

Got diapers? I was shocked by the lack of spirit this giving season (Columbus
Day weekend) exhibited towards the “diaper and baby wipe drive.” Boxes were
clearly labeled and placed in the entrance ways to all on campus dorms. Their
message was clear, “We want your extra diapers and baby wipes.” They weren’t
asking for much, folks. Not canned goods, not money, just diapers and baby wipes.
I sure as hell don't need every one of my diapers - sure I have the occasional slip
up, but come on people, I’m almost 20. So I gave what I could.. .but so few did the
same. Wise up, friends, and try to redeem yourselves in next month’s electric tie
rack drive. -Chris Ackley ’06
Shut the hell up!
If I could, I would lock Tim McCarver in the basement of a
tower and force him to listen to the asinine commentary he provided during the
Major League Baseball playoffs. Not only is McCarver’s quasi-hick accent obnox
ious, he states the obvious while believing he has found a world-altering philo
sophical revolution within Don Zimmer’s bench sitting or Nomar’s equally annoy
ing dance in the batter’s box. Jerkface (Tim) McCarver: we’re trying to watch the
game and you’re blowing it for all of us! Just because John Madden thinks he’s the
greatest thing football has ever seen (he’s not), doesn't mean McCarver should
bring the same “holier-than-thou” mentality to baseball. My proposal: Bob Costas,
Joe Morgan, and Jon Miller work in the booth for all important baseball games and
McCarver and Madden sell hot dogs in the bleachers. — Michael J. Raia ’05
Bad dealings with the Big East Not that anyone at Providence College needs
any more reason to hate Boston College but our rival has given us reason to hate
them all the more. First let us get one thing out of the way; I am not angry at BC
because they rejected my application. I did not apply to that school because I was
unimpressed by their education. What really gets me about BC is their shiesty
dealing with the Big East. First they want out, then they are outraged that schools
are leaving and they pledge their loyalty to the Big East. And now because the
ACC is waving a big wad of cash before them BC is scampering off like the greedy
Narcissus that they are. So here is a little message to our New England rivals get
over yourselves. PC is on the way up.—Terence Sweeney ’06

On Oct. 16, Financial Times colum
nist Gerard Baker wrote a compelling ar
ticle in which he stated that Pope John
Paul II deserves the title “Great.”
There have only
been two popes in
CHURCH church history to be
granted the title
“Great.” In the fifth century, Pope Leo
saved Rome from barbarian invasion and
established unity of church doctrine. In
the sixth century, Pope Gregory spread
church teaching and confirmed Rome’s
authority.
After listing Pope John Paul’s Nobel
worthy achievements, Baker declared
that “[The Pope’s] unswerving
witness.. .to the fundamental proposition
that places respect for the dignity of life
at the center of human progress” is the
real reason that he is considered living
history. In a final statement, exceptional
for a secular newspaper as prominent as
the Financial Times, Baker concluded,
“For his leadership and authority in these
challenging times, how fitting it would
be if Karol Wojtyla, the humble Polish
priest, came to be remembered as John
Paul the Great.”
For the past two weeks, at least one
writer from nearly every major
American newspaper gave tribute to the
leader of the institution that they
normally make a living off deprecating.
In the continuing heat of Church sex
abuse scandals, columnists have accused
the Pope for inactivity in this historical
moment of faith crises. Yet, during the
25th anniversary of his papacy, the
media has consistently respected the
Pope, enough to separate him from “the
bad eggs” upturned in the hierarchy. U.S.
newspapers deserve recognition for not
digging up dirt on “our Pope,” but rather
verifying the obvious greatness of his life
accomplishments.
At the brink of an $85 million Church
settlement concerning clerical sexual
abuses in the Archdiocese of Boston, it
is fitting that columnists give leeway to
the 25th anniversary of a history-making
papacy.
The Oct. 17 issue of the Boston Globe
published a news article complimenting
the pope’s legacy. After digressing on a
Boston Globe tirade about “declining
church attendance in the West,
competition from evangelical Protestant
denominations in the developing world,
and a crisis caused by the clergy sexual
abuse scandals in the United States,”
Paulson immediately refocused on the
25th anniversary celebration of an
extraordinary papacy: “But yesterday
was a day of celebration.”
Although James Carroll, in the Oct.
7 issue of the Boston Globe, began by
listing the terrible confines papal
approaches to morality place on
basically everyone in the world, he was
able to praise the pope for his apology
for anti-Semitism. James Carroll, one of
the last columnists I would imagine
complimenting the Holy See, had the
courage to say, “The conservative pope
has done more to heal the church’s oldest
wound, its gravest sin, than any man in
history.”
In the Oct. 11 issue of the New York
Times, columnist David Brooks offered

a reason for Shirin Ebadi winning the
Nobel Peace Prize over Pope John Paul.
“They could not give the prize to John
Paul,” Brooks stated unabashedly, “He
is too big and complex for their award.
The project he is engaged in...defies
their categories.” The article goes on to
label the pope as a “philosopher,” “giant
of our age,” and “the one individual who
did the most to place democracy and
freedom at the service of the highest
human goals.”
In the Oct. 12 issue of the San
Francisco Chronicle, Don Lattin
admired the Pope as “an exceedingly
popular pope and well-respected
religious leader.” This is unanticipated
of a liberal city newspaper. The
Chronicle also published an editorial on
Oct 18 that praised the pope as “living
history.” The Chronicle applauded the
pope for following tradition despite
pressure to change. Noting the oftencriticized ornamentation of Vatican
ceremonies, the Chronicle claimed it
would “be a mistake to think his 25 years
was another high-drama date on a 2,000year old calendar.”
In the Oct. 16 issue of the Washington
Post, staff writers Alan Cooperman and
Claudia Deane questioned conservative
church policy with the recent results of
a Washington Post-ABC News poll.
Although the poll found that many
Catholics desire change on controversial
issues, it also found that nine out of 10
Catholics gave the pope credit for
preserving the church’s traditions and
eight in 10 Catholics and five in one non
Catholics said they approved of the way
the pope has done his job. The Post
reported “Catholics and non-Catholics
gave John Paul high marks...an
overwhelming majority of those polled
also expressed admiration for the
‘personal moral example’ he has set.”
In the Oct. 17 issue of the Atlanta
Journal-Constitution, Don Melvin ended
a very complimentary article on the
papal celebration with a quote from an
attendant of the ceremony, saying that
the pope will be remembered as a saint
and a man of peace.
While some (Oct. 20 U.S. News &
World Report) get morbid satisfaction
out of putting the pope in an early grave,
the man is clearly a Distol. On Oct. 12,
Jose Saraiva Cardinal Martins, a
Portuguese prelate who heads the
Congregation for Saints, claimed that the
pope could continue to be pope even
without the ability to speak. The
National Catholic Reporter made a good
point in its Oct. 17 issue when saying,
“Most observers...are well aware of
John Paul’s track record for outliving
predictions of his demise.”
The Reporter confirmed the secular
media’s appreciation for the pope’s
legacy. “The six figure network contracts
for rental of Roman rooftops and the
scramble for talking heads is simply the
way the global media has of indicating
that this story is important, that the
papacy counts.”
Pope John Paul II restated what he
said at the beginning of his papacy, 25
years ago almost to the hour. “Help the
pope...and all of humanity.” Catholics
are not alone cheering “Viva il Papa!”
American newspaper columnists have
impressively chimed in at the
appropriate time.
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Letters to the Editor:
Guest Commentary voices serious issue
The poignant guest commentary by
Lisa Viau ’04 in the Oct. 23, 2003 issue
The Cowl truly touched on a serious
issue on this campus. I would like to
compliment Ms. Viau for her ability to
so eloquently put into words what I think
is the one lesson every student on this
campus needs to learn: tolerance.
But I disagree with the headline given
to her article by The Cowl (“Offensive
language gives the lambs of
S.H.E.P.A.R.D. a scare”). The words
“lambs” and “scare” implies that these
students were timid and terrified by the
acts of homophobia on this campus, and
I think if you read Ms. Viau’s article, you
will see that she is anything but that.
In a Spring 2001 issue, Ryan
Ainscough ’02 wrote an piece in The
Cowl titled “Homosexuality at PC,”
where he addressed the struggles gay,
lesbian, bisexual or transgender (GLBT)
students face on the Providence College
campus. While his article did make a
huge impact (i.e. the formation of
S.H.E.P.A.R.D.), homophobia still runs
rampant on this campus.
Recently, at Brown University, a
female student was the victim of a
serious hate crime that aroused students

to wear t-shirts with the inscription “Hate
crimes have happened here” around their
campus. And while this student’s
incident was much more serious than any
that has happened at PC yet, hate crimes
still occur every day on this campus.
Every time a student uses the word
“Homo,” “Dyke,” “Faggot,” or “Queer,”
they are committing an act of hate. As
Ms. Viau pointed out, while one may not
mean these words in an offensive
manner, “those same words are used to
demean, intimidate and harass others.”
I do not understand why students
keep such hateful language in their
vernacular, but it incredibly important
that we as a community try and eliminate
their presence on our campus. As a
victim myself of acts of vandalism and
verbal slurs on this campus, I do
understand is that it takes a lot of strength
to stand up and speak out on an issue
such as this. I would like to praise Ms.
Viau and all the members of
S.H.E.P.A.R.D. for doing their part at
making this campus a safer place for
students like myself.

(Former

Dave Quinn ’04
Editor-in-Chief, The Cowl)

College tuiton becoming more of a problem
Leslie Nevola '06 in the recent article
about the rising costs of college, is right
on the mark. The Bush Administration
has tried to help middle class families
by cutting taxes and stopping discrimi
natory admission programs. However,
in their mad dash to out-hate President
Bush, the Democratic candidates all
want to defend affirmative action and
roll back tax cuts. Clearly, the Demo
crats are at odds with the middle class, a
group that they used to champion.
As for cutting the cost of college, that
will never happen. College costs have
been rising at three times the rate of cost
of living for many years now. Colleges
already do not pay any taxes, so nothing
can be done there. The only way col
lege costs can decrease is if they change

the whole structure of the education sys
tem. Tenure should be abolished, and
professors and teachers should be forced
to compete for their jobs based on merit.
Teachers are not laborers, and they
should not be protected like them.
Teachers can and should use their skills
to compete in the open market for jobs.
Thus, you would have a more corporate
like structure that allows for a lot more
flexibility and efficiency.
Providence College actually does a
great job in keeping costs down. If one
compares Providence to other schools,
then one will find it is a great value.
However, there is always room for im
provement.
Christopher Roche ’96

The Cowl

Providence College's

student newspaper since

1935

Publisher: Rev. J. Stuart McPhail, O.P.
Editor-in-Chief: Francis S. Caliva ’04

Head Copy Editor: Joe Carbeau ’05

Associate Editor-in-Chief: Michael J. Raia ’05

Copy Editors: Mary Allietta ’05,
Trish Higgins ’06, Micaela Sheehan ’06,
Sarah Day ’05, Adam Roach ’06,
Kristin Santa Maria ’05, Matt Tantillo ’05,
Peter Daley ’05, Jackie Ballou ’05,
Liz Clabby ’06, Caitlin Murphy ’06,
Jen Jarvis ’07, Deanna Cioppa ’07

Managing Editor: Joan Barker ’04

Advertising Manager: Hillary Murray ’04

Business Manager: Rob Burkhart ’04
News Editor: Keith Carr ’04
Asst. News Editor: Lauren Wholley ’04
World Editor: Sarah Long ’04

Commentary Editor: Caitlin Ford ’05
Asst. Commentary Editor: Juliette Paul ’05

Arts & Entertainment Editor: Kelly Mack ’04
Asst. A&E Editor: Dan Devine '04,
Asst. A&E Editor: Stephanie Smith ’06

Portfolio Editor: Jennifer Skala ’05
Asst. Portfolio Editor: Christine Bagley ’06
Sports Editor: Lauren DeMauro ’05

Graphic Artist: Ryan Wenk ’06

Ad Staff: Kim Sagan ’04, Alissa Fisher '04,
Christine Hickey ’05, Christopher Nabhan ’05,
Shannon Kelly ’06, Rebeka Fluet ’07, Julie
Hosselbarth ’07
Roving Photographers: Amanda Zoller ’04,
Jess Sobin ’04
Webmaster: Brian Black ’04
Roisin Quinn ’05, Tony Zieja ’05

Tech Support: Chris Severino ’04

Circulations Mngrs: Todd Sorensen ’04,
Sean Robertson ’05

Photography Editor: Kristin Ellis ’05
Asst. Photo Editor: Pete Tavis ’05______ ________ Moderator: Dr. Kirk Brague_________

Cowl Letters Policy
The Cowl welcomes guest commentar
ies and Letters to the Editor from all
members of the Providence College com
munity, as well as outside contributors.
All submissions must include the
writer’s name, signature, and a phone
number where they can be reached. Ar
ticles will be printed as space permits.
Letters should be no more than 250 words
in length. Guest commentaries should be
limited to 700 words in length and only
one will be published per week. The Cowl
editorial board and its administrative su
pervisors reserve the right to edit articles
and letters for space and clarity.
However, if there is a portion you spe
cifically wish to remain unchanged, please
inform the Editor-in-Chief. Letters to the

Editor are the opinions of the writer only
and do not reflect the viewpoint of The
Cowl staff.
Submissions must be delivered,
mailed or faxed to The Cowl office no later
than 5 p.m. on the Monday before publi
cation. Mail submissions to Box 2981
Providence, RI 02918, fax to 401-8651202, submit online at www.thecowl.com,
e-mail to thecowl@providence.edu, or
hand deliver to The Cowl Office in Slavin
104. Call 401-865-2214 with any ques
tions.
Weekly Subscription Rate is $30.00 per
year by mail. Student subscription is
INCLUDED IN TUITION FEE. CORRESPONDENCE

The COWL,
College, Providence, Rhode
Island 02918.

CAN BE MAILED DIRECTLY TO

Providence

Fire disgraces veterans
I definitely agree with the “Baseball
fire disgraces college” editorial in last
week’s issue of The Cowl.
What really disturbed me is that the
culprits chose the area between St.
Dominic Chapel and the grotto to bum
a cardboard box full of copies of The
Cowl. Since the grotto is inscribed with
the names of members of the College
community (some of whom I knew) who
gave their lives in the service of our
country, I wish to express my
dissatisfaction with these culprits
because I have a heart-warming
relationships with these veterans.
I am a combat wounded veteran of
World War II who was hospitalized for
eight months in military hospitals as a
result of being on the receiving end of a
Japanese soldier’s bullet in the
Philippine Islands in 1945. I am a
frequent visitor to the grotto and pray

for these inscribed veterans at the statue
of the Miraculous Infant Jesus of Prague.
I also pray to Holy Mother that these
veterans will also have the “realization
of the Beatific Vision.”
I also wish to commend Commentary
writer Stephanie Pietros ’04 for her “Fire
is not the answer” comment in Tangents
and Tirades in last week’s The Cowl.
In conclusion, I suggest that these
culprits, to ease their consciences, attend
the Veterans’ Day observance
ceremonies next month at the grotto.
Step into the real world. One can’t help
but wonder what Providence College
would be today if we hadn’t won World
War II with our Allies.
Watch you back, as terrorism is still
with us. Support our military and God
bless America.
Russell P. Demoe ’73

Angels of Ray greatly appreciated
Now that the wonderful image of Ray
is complete, and I’m sure some new
things will be added, and changes are to
be made, I would like to tell you about
the “Angels of Ray.”
Upon entering, we meet Fran, who
knows everybody and everybody knows
her. She is a great greeter at the door.
Adrianna, another door person, is as
sweet as can be. Joan also does a great
job on the weekends, and all three are
great assets to our team.
Jenina, at the salad bar, keeps it well
stocked at all times, and enjoys her job.
Debbie at “Theme Cuisine” prepares
salads for the students to enjoy. Johnny
Roch, who works along with Debbie,
prepares food and sure is “cool.” Where
else can you get some wonderful hot
soups?
Rose at the “Center Stage” is a plus
at Ray, and is always there for the grill
goodies. Faisal and Alberto cook those
wonderful burgers, which we all love,
along with the fries. John Soars, whom
everyone loves, prepares food for the
“Center Stage,” and he also entertains
us with his songs.
The “Pizza and Pasta” crew consists
of Jo and Lorraine, who keep up with
the rush of students that love the pizza
Ron makes in the back. As always, it is
extremely popular and tastes wonderful.
What kind of sandwich do you want?
Tell Sue at the “Deli” and it will be there
in a heartbeat. Terry and Blanche during
the day at the “Classics” are a great team
and love to make the students laugh, and
the students love it in return.
The “Classics” team of Janice and
Stacy are busy all the time, and where
else can you get some down home
goodies? Janice wants to take all the
freshman home, and out to the mall. She
loves all the students, no matter what
year they are in.

Want some food to go? Flo will make
your box lunch just like home.
We have floaters, who consist of
Shirley and Kelley, who help everyone
in time of need. What would we do
without both of them? We have a “cool”
beverage guy, who fills all the beverages,
hot and cold. Tony is the one!
After everyone enjoys their food, we
come upon the ice cream ladies, Mary
and Ann, who love to serve the students
and take the time to chat. It sure is fun
catching up on the news with the
students.
We cannot forget Dot, who everyone
knows on the weekend, and who goes
out of her way to help everyone. She is
the weekend person who everyone runs
to whenever they need assistance. The
entire weekend crew is small in quantity,
but large in quality.
The chefs who make the food, and
the dish room workers who clean it all,
are great. The prep crew behind the
scenes make some wonderful pastries
downstairs, and of course there are no
calories. Marge and her catering crew
are always busy whenever there is a
function, and do a superb job.
The management team of Peter,
Dave, Craig, Jeff, Stephanie, and Ed, are
there whenever anyone needs anything
and are so helpful to all of us.
Now that I told you a little about us,
if there is anything anyone needs, don’t
hesitate to ask us, as we would be more
than happy to help you. No matter what
day it is, whatever has to be done, gets
done by days end. We are all proud
Sodexho employees.
We are looking forward to seeing all
of you!
Ann Martish
Sodexho employee at
Raymond Cafeteria

Online Poll Results
Poll from the 10/23 issue: “Is rising college tuition creat
ing an elitist society?”
Yes, soon no one who isn’t upper class will be able to
advance past high school.

Maybe, but there are still enough financial aide
opportunities.

No, society has a class system for a reason!

(0%, o votes)

Poll current as of Wednesday 4 p.m.
Due to a lack of interest and response, this will be the last online poll.
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We’re not in Kansas anymore...

Third time’s a bomb
Just in time for Halloween, the
Scary Movie is back
by

Kelly Mack ’04
A&E Editor

The Ring, The Others, Signs,
The Matrix, and... 8 Mile?
There’s only one place you
could possibly find all of these
movies together, and I’m not
talking about
SHORT
your local
TAKE
Blockbuster.
That’s right, it’s time for another
scary movie... Scary Movie 3,
to be exact.
DIMENSION
It’s an understatement to say
You know that saying about not digging yourself any deeper?-.
that none of the movies in the
Anthony Anderson, Simon Rex, and Charlie Sheen need to
Scary Movie series has been
put those shovels to good use in Scary Movie 3.
critically acclaimed, so no one
could be expecting a history
making comedic masterpiece time it features surgically al and chair) fight, the video
going into the theater. The least tered schoolgirls Pamela Ander prophecy mysteriously comes
every movie should guarantee, son and Jenny McCarthy (re true.
though, is a couple hours of en
member the Jenny McCarthy
If you get this far in the
tertainment—unfortunately, Show? Yeah, I don’t either...). movie, you’ve pretty much seen
Scary Movie 3 puts in about 30 One has seen an evil video that the whole thing. The first time
minutes, tops.
is followed up with a phone call you see them, the jokes are
True to form, the movie informing her that she’ll die in funny—and then you see them
opens with a funny sequence seven days—and sure enough, again, and they’re not so
that isn’t necessarily related to that was a week ago. After a
the rest of the movie, and this pillow (and lamp, and laptop,
SCARY/Page 13

...This week, the
A&E writers got all
caught up in the
winds of change, and
everyone is doing
someone else’s job.
Music writer Dan Devine straight jacks Urban
Elements... Page 12

Movie reviewer Stephanie Smith takes a nap
with Howie Day... Page 14
Matt “Handyman” Hess tunes in on Disney’s
Radio... Page 15

Urban Elements writer Joe Mavodones chows
down for Taste of the Town... Page 16
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Picks
of the
Week
by

Pat Egan ’05

A&E Staff

Movie
The Ring
Directed by
Gore Verbinski
With Halloween right around the
corner, I figure this week’s movie
pick should be a scary one. and mov
ies don’t get too much scarier than
The Ring. Directed by Gore Ver
binski and starring Naomi Watts, The
Ring tells the story of a mysterious
videotape that, if watched, causes
your death seven days later. I mis
sed this one in the theater, but it still
managed to frighten the hell out of
me on the small screen. So go
ahead, turn the lights down and pop
it in your DVD player. I promise
it'll keep you up at night, at least for
a while.

Music
Dave Matthews
and Tim Reynolds

Live at Luther College
Yeah, yeah, I know what you're
thinking. Dave Matthews, the typi
cal choice for any college kid. Well,
dismiss my pick if you want, but it’s
your loss. This double CD features
the charismatic DMB frontman at his
best. Dave and longtime DMB col
laborator Tim Reynolds perform
many of the band's signature songs
in an intimate, acoustic setting. It's
the perfect CD to just kick back and
relax to, and its probably my favor
ite of Dave's live releases.

Book
Angels&Demons
bv Dan Brown

Before he wrote this summer's best
selling The DaVinci Code, Dan
Brown released this suspenseful
page-turner. I picked this one up
right after 1 finished The DaVinci
Code and its just as good. It's tough
to say, it might even be better. Any
way, the book follows the adventures
of a Harvard professor who finds
.himself trapped in a web of murder
and mystery in the heart of Vatican
City. This is one of those books that
you just can't put down. From page
one, it’s nothing but twist after twist,
right up to it's shocking conclusion.
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Rap is dead, long live bling-bling
Dan Devine ’04
Asst. A&E Editor

by

Reality check: The Oxford English
Dictionary, the “definitive record of the
English language,” has decided to in
clude in its pages the term “bling bling.”
Wait... whaf!
Why did this happen? Why has
something indicative of everything
wrong with a culture of disgusting ex
cess been validated like this? How is it
possible that the title of a song written
by one of the Cash Money Millionaires
is going to be in a reference book not
bearing the title A Compendium of the
Worst Things Ever?
I’ll tell you why. We’re idiots. That’s
why this is happening. Worse yet, we
encouraged it and did nothing but laugh
as it happened, and now, future genera
tions will be dumber, thanks to us.
We’re the same people who made
Cribs (a show where rich people can
show us all the crap they own) a smash
hit.
We’re the same people who listen to
Baby (“The #1 Stunna”) rap about hav
ing platinum teeth and “a quarter-tank
of gas in [his] new E-Class” and actu
ally make him a success.
We’re the hip-hop buying community
at large, and we’re to blame for the
dumbening of America in small, dia
mond-encrusted increments.
Hip-hop used to be a valid, vibrant
artistic culture. It used to be about people
like Chuck D. and KRS-One discussing
the struggles of inner-city life, spotlight
ing the inequalities of poverty and the
unofficial caste system imposed on black
people. It used to be about the free-form

MTV

I have a dream ... that one day, every fourteen-year old will own a Benz-.
On a very special Cribs, Lil’ Romeo (above) shows off the luxury car
he can’t drive, and drives one more nail into the coffin of true hip-hop.

expression of breakdancing, the guerilla
art of graffiti murals on subway cars,
and the bone-jarring beats of The Bomb
Squad and Eric B. It used to be about
addressing these problems.
And now? Now, hip-hop is about
fourteen-year-old Lil’ Romeo showing
off the Benz in the garage of the house
that his father, No Limit mogul Master
P., bought for him. Now, hip-hop is
about having a dream that one day all
young black men will own a $75,000
car with twenty-four inch rims, an inte
rior by Louis Vuitton, and a stereo sys
tem that could shatter any window in a
twenty block radius.
Of course, it’s not all like that—art
ists like Mos Def, Talib Kweli and Com

mon still try to raise the level of debate.
But a million kids would rather hear
about being “hood rich” than social
change, and if a million kids won’t buy
something, neither will mainstream mu
sic culture. The result? Now, hip-hop is
about shrouding those same inequalities
with a fifty-karat necklace in the hopes
that, if they sink down low enough un
der all the weight, nobody will be able to
see them anymore, least of all the young
black people whom they actually affect.
Now, hip-hop is about “bling bling,”
and “bling bling” is in the dictionary. The
cat’s in the bag, the bag’s in the river, and
we’ve forgotten that the cat ever existed
in the first place. If that doesn’t depress
you, then you need to get your mind right.
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Room on Fire goes down in flames
The Strokes ’ sophomore effort features 11 unoriginal tracks that
are full of hot guitar licks but vocals that leave us cold
by

Pat Egan ’05
A&E Staff

The Strokes
Room on Fire
RCA
Some CDs just grab you. You know
the feeling. You pop in the CD, hit the
play button, and right away, you like
what you hear. You may not be able to
put your finger on
MUSIC exactly what makes
NOTE the music so appeal
ing, but it is, it’s that
simple. Other CDs have just the oppos
ite effect— they sound so god-awful they
make you cringe. And then there are
those records that are somewhere in
between. It’s not that they’re bad; they
just don’t do anything for you. That
pretty much sums up my feelings about
the The Strokes’ sophomore effort, Room
on Fire. It’s not bad, but it’s nothing
special. It’s the kind of CD where every
tune sounds the same, and about midway
through, you find yourself wishing that
it would just end already.
Like their debut CD, 2001’s Is This
It, The Strokes delve into the world of
urban rock with familiar-sounding tracks
like “What Ever Happened” and
“Reptilia.” In “What Ever Happened,”
lead singer/songwriter Julius Casablancas sings “I want to be forgotten i
don’t want to be reminded.” Well, that’s
how I feel about songs like this one.
They’re all too easily forgotten, and I
don’t want to hear them again.
Thankfully, not all the songs on Room
on Fire follow that pattern. The Strokes
experiment a little bit with the ska-

feel the anguish in
his deep, scratchy
voice, and it’s this
emotion that makes
these two songs in
particular among
the best the album
has to offer.
Other than these
two songs, where
Casablancas shines,
Room on Fire's real
saving grace is the
slick guitar work of
Nick Valenski.
Valenski dominates
the majority of the
album’s songs with
Everything I needed to
his quick, catchy
know about rock, I
solos. He makes
learned in prep school:
songs like “You
Garage rockers The
Talk Way Too
Strokes (above) earn
Much” worthwhile,
only average marks
covering up some
with Room on Fire (left).
of the more inane
lyrics the album has
to offer (Casa
influenced “Automatic Step.” This one, blancas whines “Gimme some time / I
along with the catchy, radio-friendly just need a little time” over and over to
“Between Love and Hate,” are two of the point where you just want to hit your
the better tunes on the record. Both of head against a wall). Valenski is also
these songs deal with a familiar theme— the highlight of the album’s first single,
troubled relationships-— and it’s in these “12:51.” The vocals on this track are
songs that Casablancas actually puts muffled, almost to the point where you
some feeling into what he’s singing. In can’t make out a word Casablancas is
“Automatic Stop,” he initially feels that saying. The instrumentation, however,
everything is going to be okay, singing, is flawless. A funky bass line flows
“So many fish there in the sea /1 wanted throughout the song, and Valenski takes
you and you wanted me.” This feeling over again with another polished guitar
gradually slips away, however, with riff.
The Strokes also make their first
Casablancas concluding, “I’m not your
friend /1 never was.” You can almost attempt at a ballad with “Under Control.”

Scary: but not funny
continued from page 11
funny... repeat ad nauseum until you
don’t even crack a smile at, say, a little
boy getting hit by a car flying in reverse.
The worst part is,the jokes being re
peated have been repeated throughout all
three movies in the series, not just he
latest one. Sure, they’ve worked before,
but real comedy comes out of original
ity, not repetition.
The story advances to tie in all of the
different movies in one convoluted plot
line, with an Angelina Jolie-in-Lzjfe or
Something Like ff-esque reporter (Anna
Faris, the only cast member to survive
all three films) who needs to save the
world from a deadly video (which is al
most exactly the one that’s really in The
Ring). Along the way, she falls in love
with the nephew (Simon Rex) of a
farmer (Charlie Sheen) whose farm has
been the site of some strange crop circles
(a la Signs). The nephew (of course)
wants to be a white rapper, but I have a
problem with this subplot—did anyone
else think that 8 Mile was frightening?
Were the Scary Movie people really at a
loss with this one?
Regardless of where the writers
thought they were going with that one,
there are bigger problems we should
have with Scary Movie 3. First of all,
all of the good jokes are in the pre
views—and some are actually not in the
movie. The scene with Queen Latifah,
potentially funny in the previews, is al
most non-existent in the movie, and what
is there doesn’t vary much humor-wise
from the rest of the film. This false pre
viewing was a bad move on the studio’s
part—what few expectations the audi
ence may have had for the film could
have been dashed right there.
The first couple of scenes are funny,
but the movie quickly heads into a down-

Again, Casablancas takes on the subject
of doomed relationships, crying out “I
don’t want to change your mind /1 just
want to watch you go by.” Although
this song doesn’t pack the same
emotional punch as “Automatic Step”
and “Between Love and Hate,” it does
feature some of the best work Valenski
does on the record. His solo work here
is amazing, and it saves “Under Control”
from being considered just another runof-the-mill break-up song.
The production on Room on Fire is
above average. The sound quality on
the majority of the tracks is excellent,
especially in regard to Valenski’s guitar
work. The band must have realized that
Valenski’s work is the greatest thing the
album has to offer, so they put it front
and center for all to hear. On some of
the other tracks, however, the vocals are
almost impossible to make out. Songs
like “You Talk Way too Much” place
Casablanca way in the background,
emphasizing Valenski’s guitar and
drummer Fabrizio Moretti’s work
instead.
In the album’s closing track, “I Can’t
Win,” Casablancas sings “Good try, we
don’t like it.” That’s a good way of
summing up all of Room on Fire. The
Strokes give it their best, venturing out
of the world of urban rock and
experimenting more than they did on the
debut CD. But their best just isn’t quite
good enough. Too many of the tunes
on Room on Fire sound the same.
Hopefully on their next CD, The Strokes
will put out more songs that spotlight
Nick Valenski’s guitar work rather than
Casablancas’s vocals.
GRADE: C-

Alumni - Student Career Network

SHADOWING
Don’t miss your chance to spend one day over winter
break observing a “day on the job” with an alum, in a field
of interest to you

You must* attend one of the
following brief information
sessions in order to participate:

All Sessions will be held in
Slavin 119, unless otherwise
noted.
DIMENSION

Looks funny, right?: This scene, with
Queen Latifah and Eddie Griffin,
was one that was teased in the
trailers for the film but apparently
ended up on the cutting room floor.
ward spiral of physical gags and taste
less jokes—like the one where a priest
comes to babysit the aforementioned
boy-who-gets-hit-by-cars and brings
wine and candles. One of the few high
lights, however, is the surprise appear
ance of Leslie Nielson and Ja Rule as
the president and his head of the Secret
Service, respectively. Nielson brings his
classic, vapid Naked Gun character to
the role of president (possibly a jab at
our own Pres?) and Ja clearly has fun
with his serious security role.
Depite the few entertaining moments,
most of Scary Movie 3 is little more than
a waste of 90 minutes. You’d be better
off just renting all of the movies this one
is based on.
GRADE: C-

Monday, November 3
3:30 PM
Tuesday, November 4
10:30 AM
7:00 PM’ 'Slavin 211
Wednesday, November 5
4:00 PM

Thursday, November 6
3:30 PM
7:00 PM *Slavin 211

Shadow in fields such as:
Advertising
Actuarial
Art
Computer science
Consulting
Education
Finance
Health Administration
Higher Education
insurance
journalism
Law
Marketing
Medicine
Non-Profit
Public Relations
Retail
Sales
Social services
And Morel

Friday, November 7
11:00 AM
If you are unable to attend any of
the sessions, contact Paula at
xl 530 for assistance.

Sponsored by Career Services
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Overcast Day
Howie Day’s first major-label release, Stop All the World Now,
is a lethargic, vaguely emotional, and pessimistic ode to love
by

Stephanie Smith ’06
Asst. A&E Editor

Howie Day

Stop All the World Now Review
Epic

Howie Day needs some
caffeine in his life. His songs are
a pleasant blend of quiet, folky
ballads that are probably very
beautiful when
ALBUM performed live,
REVIEW but somehow
are just a little
too mellow for CD listening.
While lying in bed with my
headphones, Howie’s whis
pered and very uncomplicated
lyrics begged me to close my
eyes and start to fall asleep. The
thing that kept me awake was
that I felt bad for the guy: it
sounded like he was going to
start to cry at any moment. It’s
okay, Howie, everything is
going to be all right.
Stop All the World Now
sounds a lot like a quiet John
Mayer album. In fact, make that
very quiet as Mayer’s “Bigger
Than My Body” sounds like
Black Sabbath compared to
Day’s creation. And maybe
that's not a bad thing. Not every
artist out there has to be high
energy, although Day some
times borders on comatose.
One can picture him sitting
alone, strumming his guitar, and
tiying to create the perfect song
for that girl who slipped through
his fingers. Yet, somehow his
lyrics aren’t quite good enough
to get her back. “The dawn is
breaking / A light shining
through / You’re barely waking
/ And I’m tangled up in you” are
the most romantic words on the
album and somehow still sound
just like a second-rate version
of Mayer’s “And if you want
love / We’ll make it / Swim in a
deep sea / Of blankets.” The
picture of an early morning,
lazy feeling is just what the
album paints. It definitely
achieves what seems to be its

EPIC

Dry your eyes, little
guy—the world’s not
all that bad-. Howie
Day (left) goes all
confessional on us,
waxing poetic about
love and other
world-ending issues
on Stop All The
World Now (above).

goal of creating a simple, sleepy
mood. Moreover, considering
that Day is from Maine, that
mood fits his life pretty well.
Neither Day nor the album are
about the flashy city life, but
rather more familiar, traditional
emotions—those surrounding
new love, old love, hope, and
new beginnings.
On some of Day’s songs, it
feels as though he is singing
about something extremely
important to him, but he doesn’t
want us to know what it is. As
this is his first album released
on Epic Records (his actual first
album, Australia, was privately
recorded), it is understandable
that he still needs time to work
out the kinks. On “Trouble in
Here,” Day describes: “All that
I wanted to say / I’ll never come

here again / All that I wanted to
say / All gone.” What did you
want to say, Howie? The
distinguishable distance that he
creates here between his
thoughts and his audience is
somewhat detracting, as if we
only get to half-experience the
song.
The best moments on the
album come when Day relates
original ideas. He uses the word
“collide” in two instances,
which creates a visual of an
uncontrollable coming together.
First, in “Perfect Time of Day,”
he tells us to “Let your colors
collide / All the time is so
fleeting” and then, of course, the
song “Collide” chronicles when
“Even the best fall down
sometimes / Even the wrong
words seem to rhyme / Out of

the doubts that fills my mind /1
somehow find / You and I
collide.” Here he truly shines as
a songwriter, and as a vocalist,
as his voice whispers beauti
fully, complimenting his soft
lyrics.
The best songs, by far, are
“Perfect Time of Day” and
“Come Lay Down.” In “Per
fect,” Day finally shows that he
is capable of being upbeat. He
talks about enjoying each
simple moment in life and how
“The end is the beginning/ And
every point in between.” His
optimism is refreshing and will
surely be appreciated by his
large fan base. Hopefully, the
“pop”-y sound will not be seen
as selling out, because he truly
needs “Perfect” on the album to
keep the listener awake. Also,

“Come Lay Down” adds a lot
to the mix, with its Arabianinspired sound and Day’s
suddenly seductive vocals. As
he croons “Come lay down at
the end / Come lay down where
time’s suspended” and “Follow
me and don’t look down /
You’re alright” the better
songwriter emerges. This song
is much more intense than the
other ten, and proves that Day
has something special—he just
needs to figure out how to
perfect it.
Futhermore, “You and A
Promise” and “Sunday Morning
Song” have potential. “You and
A Promise” features Day’s more
difficult vocals. He really belts
out the lyrics at some points, but
hold back at others. Perhaps he
feels he cannot make the notes,
or he simply likes to shy away
from that intensity. “Sunday”
starts off with “It’s not that bad
/ We could have died / Chalk it
up to being young,” which
excites the listener into thinking
that the song is going to be a
celebration of being wild, crazy,
reckless and young. However,
it is as mellow as ever—a
disappointment. Day needs to
unleash all of those emotions
that we can already tell he is
feeling.
Although he is from Maine,
Day got his start in Boston and
the majority of his fan base lies
in the New England area. His
loyal fans will no doubt be
excited about the release of Stop
All the World Now, perhaps not
because of the album itself, but
because it signifies that Howie
Day has made it, and his songs
have definite potential.
It will be interesting to see
how he matures in the music
industry over the next few
years. As for now, maybe
Howie should quit focusing on
“stopping” all the world now,
and next time get the world
going.
GRADE: B-

CAPITAL TANNING
1017 SMITH STREET
PROVIDENCE, RI 02908
(401) 632-0188
NEXT TO “OFF CAMPUS BOOKSTORE”
DONT BE A PALE FRIAR!
BE TAN FOR JUNIOR RING WEEKEND & SENIOR PICTURES
ENTER TO WIN A FREE MONTH OF UNLIMITED TANNING
(NO PURCHASE NECESSARY)
$15.00 OFF ANY JOHN ABATE BOTTLE OF LOTION

5 VISITS FOR PERFECT 10 VHR BOOTH OR VHR SUNDASH COMPETITION BED FOR ONLY $19.95
1 MONTH UNLIMITED TANNING FOR PERFECT 10 BOOTH OR
COMPETITION WITH 5 JOHN ABATE TANNING PACKETS $54.99

5 VISITS IN THE SUNFIRE BOOTH $39.95 OR 5 VISITS IN THE STARSHIP BOOTH $45.95
MUST PRESENT STUDENT ID
ALL OFFERS EXPIRE NOVEMBER 16, 2003

October 30, 2003

Arts & Entertainment

The Cowl 15

Radio comes in loud and clear
Disney’s latest movie, starring Cuba Gooding Jr., is a heartwarming
story with a message that’s a little too straightforward
by

Matt Hess ’05
A&E Staff

To this very day, on a brisk
fall evening in Anderson, South
Carolina, you can still see James
Robert “Radio” Kennedy lead
the Hanna Yellow Jackets
football team
MOVIE onto the field.
REVIEW Well into his
fifties, he still
retains childlike vigor as he
flails across the gridiron to take
his place on the sidelines.
Overly enthusiastic, his voice
slips occasionally as he bounds
along, sputtering out cheers.
Amidst all the excitement, it’s
hard to believe that 30 years
ago, he didn’t have a single
friend in the world.
Set in 1976, Radio is a
glimpse into the life of Ken
nedy, a mentally handicapped
African-American who gives an
entire town a lesson about
caring. The fact that a true story
inspired Radio is what gives the
film its charm. If you’re a
sucker for a genuine feel-good
movie, then Radio is sure to get
you all misty-eyed by the end
of it. However, if you’re looking
for a profound film that explores
the real issues that surrounded
Kennedy’s gradual acceptance
into society, you may find that
Radio falls a bit short. Never
theless, the movie has a great
story to tell and offers some
striking performances in the
process.
The opening of the movie
introduces us to Kennedy,
played remarkably by Cuba
Gooding Jr. Slightly slouched,
he awkwardly pushes a beat-up
shopping cart along a railroad
track. A shabby, portable radio
is duct-taped to the cart, and it
churns out grainy Motown
tunes (his rather expansive
collection of battered old radios
is what will earn him his
nickname). He quietly giggles
to himself as he meanders
through town, aimlessly drifting
along like a fallen leaf.

DISNEY

Show me the... heartwarming lesson?: Cuba Gooding Jr., above, gets away from his
Jerry Maguire roots in Disney’s Radio. He plays a mentally handicapped man
who teaches his whole town a lesson in tolerance, but the movie ties up its loose
ends a little too neatly.
On one such stroll, he
happens to pass by Hanna High
School during a football
practice. He catches the eye of
prominent football coach,
Harold Jones (Ed Harris), while
looking on. When a ball is
accidentally tossed over the
fence, Radio picks it up and
inspects it. Instantly captivated
by his new item, he places it
gently inside his cart. He
continues onward with a goofy
grin across his face, hardly
realizing that this single act will
affect an entire town.
The next day, Coach James
catches a few teammates
tormenting Radio for taking the
football. Shocked by his team’s
behavior and perhaps a bit
curious, James makes an effort
to communicate with Radio,

asking him to come by and help
out at his practices. The coach
will eventually earn Radio’s
trust—a trust that evolves into
a lifelong friendship. Radio
soon advances from his prim
itive muttering to chattering
away ceaselessly, bouncing
along the sidelines at Hanna
football games, and even doing
morning announcements for the
high school.
But alas, not everyone is
pleased with Radio’s newfound
fame in Anderson. Concerned
parent Frank Clay (Chris
Mulkey) blames the football
team’s sub-par season on Jones’
new “distraction,” and his son
Johnny even tricks Radio into
infiltrating the girls’ locker
room. Some even speculate that
Jones is neglecting his family by

spending so much time helping
Radio. But, during a dramatic
scene at the local barbershop
(which serves as a sort of
community center), Jones
delivers a touching speech that
sets everyone straight—what
Radio has gained from the
neighborhood
pales
in
comparison to what they had
learned from him.
Harris is phenomenal as
Jones, capturing the coach’s
quiet intensity perfectly. He’s
stern enough to run his team
into the ground after they
torment Radio for taking the
football, and he even hurls
Johnny into a wall after finding
out about the locker room
incident. Yet Harris’s character
remains sensitive as well. He
dances around a Christmas tree

with Radio and his mother, and
spills a lifelong secret to his
daughter during one tender
moment.
However, Radio is Cuba
Gooding Jr.’s movie all the way.
He adopts Radio’s mannerisms
flawlessly, and even donned
prosthetic teeth for the role.
Every stutter in his voice and
stumble in his step seem natural.
You almost forget how
annoying he was in Pearl
Harbor.
The film’s soundtrack stands
out as well. Radio always turns
his dial to a vintage soul station,
and its Motown grooves
contrast well with the classic
rock anthems that blare during
the well-filmed sport scenes—
Bachman Turner Overdrive.
Edgar Winter Group. Doobie
Brothers. Good stuff.
However, as mentioned
before, this PG-rated film fails
to explore some of the issues at
its very heart. The 1970s were
certainly a turbulent time in
terms of race relations, and
Radio fails to even hint at the
subject. No one says a word
about Radio’s color, and the
Deep South has been notorious
for being outspoken on this
particular matter.
Perhaps the biggest problem
for me was the rate at which
Radio is assimilated into the
community. One minute he’s
bound at the wrists and thrown
into a shed by the football team,
and the next he’s getting hugs
from cute girls in the school’s
halls. I thought that this process
would be the center of the
film—how did these people
learn to care, and why?
Nevertheless, it’s wonderful
to see Kennedy’s life unfold,
and the footage of the actual
Radio at the end of the movie is
simply priceless. If you’re in the
mood for a feel-good flick that
doesn’t overdo the substance,
then Radio should turn your
dial.
GRADE: B
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Taste of the Town
with Joe Mavodones ’05
A&E Staff
of ribs instead of my sandwich.

LJ’s BBQ
605 Douglas Ave.
Providence
401-274-1BBQ (1227)
www.LJsBBO.com

Service: Right when we walked into
LJ’s, we were greeted by the waitress/
cashier behind the counter, who quickly
took our orders. One of the unique char
acteristics of LJ’s is how laid back the
service is. It felt more like a backyard
barbecue than dinner at a restaurant. We
were told to pick a table, grab a spool of
paper towels (in order to defend our
selves from the excess sauce), take some
plastic forks and knives, and await our
meal. While the service was fairly lax, it
was still sincere and it certainly fit the
atmosphere.

While it’s always hard to walk by
Louie’s and not stop in for at least a few
minutes, LJ’s BBQ provides a great rea
son to bypass it. Located right next door
to everyone’s favorite watering hole,
LJ’s provides some of the best quality
Southern food available in Providence.
It’s pure Southern, barbequed fun—I
mean, I was practically waiting for
Ludacris to walk through the door at any
moment.

Atmosphere: When I first walked into
LJ’s, I felt like Marty McFly in Back to
the Future—instantly sent back to the
1950s. It was like a complete time warp.
Old records and album covers from the
likes of Chuck Berry and Billie Holiday
adorn the walls, while classic jazz plays
through the speakers. A small bar with
five stools and about 10 tables make up
the seating. Even better, there’s a small
window behind the cash register that
gives you a glimpse of the man that
makes it all happen—the chef in the
kitchen.
Selection: The menu provides a
mouthwatering selection of delicious
Southern favorites. Whether you’re
looking for an oversized sandwich (like
Pulled Pork barbeque or barbeque
Chicken) or just a side order of Potato

STEPHANIE SMITH ’05/The Cowl

Salad or Cole Slaw, LJ’s has got you
covered. If Buffalo Wings are your thing,
why not go all the way with it and try
the 100-piece wing meal? The heartiest
portion of the menu is LJ’s Platters,
where you can try large, begging-to-beshared servings of the restaurant’s Sig
nature Dry Rubbed BBQ Pork Ribs,
BBQ Beef Brisket, or the BBQ
Chicken—all made with homemade bar
becue sauce. On weekends, brunch is
served from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m., and
you’ll find a selection of meals that range
from Eggs Benedict to Butter Milk Ba

con Crumble Com Cakes—there’s liter
ally something for everyone.
Quality: Although a bit sloppy, the food
is delicious. I went with the Pulled Pork
BBQ Sandwich, a side of Potato Salad,
and a basket of Sweet Potato Fries, and
wasn’t disappointed at all. LJ’s home
made barbecue sauce was delicious, and
added a perfect accent to the pork sand
wich. As I waited for my order, I watched
the chef preparing some ribs in the
kitchen behind the counter, making me
wish I had gone with the large serving

Affordability: You can easily get a sand
wich, a side, and a drink—a decent size
meal—for under seven dollars. Compare
this to the other local sandwich or pizza
places, and LJ’s prices are definitely rea
sonable, while the food is a lot better. If
you want to step up to the Platter section
of the menu, the prices do increase
slightly. A full serving of BBQ Porked
Ribs costs $ 18.95, but the serving size is
definitely worth the price.
Overall: LJ’s is definitely a must-try for
all fans of wings, chicken or ribs. Al
though some may find the laidback ser
vice and somewhat messy food a bit un
desirable, the pluses greatly outweigh the
few minuses and make LJ’s a great place
to stop for a quick Southern, homecooked meal.

GRADE: B+
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Fresh new talent for RENT
A&E’s Anna Kukowski does double duty this week, reviewing and
interviewing for PPAC’s recent production of RENT
by

Anna Kukowski ’06
A&E Staff

Death does not have to win.
Hunger, no heat, having almost
no money, dealing with
annoying parents and pushy
landlords—these don’t have
shape your life
THEATER either. The cast
REVIEW of Rent has told
us for seven
years to live for today, to not be
afraid to love, and to just live,
no matter how hard it might
seem. Rent, at the Providence
Performing Arts Center, com
municated this powerful mes
sage almost flawlessly to its
audience on Friday night, doing
late writer and creator Jonathan
Larson’s legacy justice.
Rent is based loosely on the
plot of Puccini’s La Boheme.
Rodolfo, Mimi, Marcello, and
Musetta match up pretty well
with Rent’s characters Roger,
Mimi, Mark, and Maureen.
Instead of describing the lives
of 1896 Parisians, Larson
instead describes the lives of
hopeful filmmaker Mark (Brian
Gligor) and aspiring musician
Roger (Constantine Maroulis),
living in New York City in
1996. Instead of dealing with
tuberculosis right before the
20th century, the characters in
Rent must overcome AIDS on
the eve of the 21 st century. They
are always short of their rent to
ex-friend/new landlord Benny
(Daryl C. Brown). While
Mark’s relationship with
Maureen (Leslie Diamond)
fizzles because Joanne
(Rebecca Jones) fills his shoes,
19-year-old stripper Mimi

(Jamie Lee Kirchner) tries to
win Roger’s saddened heart.
Add newfound lovers Angel
(Damien DuShaun Smith) and
Collins (Marcus Paul James),
and a few sing-songy answering
machines messages from
parents, and you have Rent’s
tight-knit cast.
The cast was young, vibrant,
and refreshing. Many of the
cast members are native New
Yorkers, and very proud to
represent their city on stage.
They were also incredibly
young; some were 2002 or 2003
college grads. Practically our
age, right? It’s an odd thought
to realize that some of these
people touring the country with
Rent are just a few years older
than us college students. But
don’t assume that their youth
lessens the show. It is by no
means amateur or playful; this

Anna’s interview with Constantine
Maroulis, who plays Roger in the
touring company of Rent (his re
sponses are paraphrased)-.

Where are you from?
I’m from New York—Brooklyn. I was
raised Greek Orthodox. I’m the
youngest of three.
How did you get started?
My brother and sister got me into the
arts. My older brother, I always looked
up to him, he got me into the music
scene pretty early. Once I got into high
school, I started pretty soon with the
bands and the rock and roll and the New
York City music scene. I went to the
Boston Conservatory for college, and
graduated, actually, in 2002.

Tell me about the audition process...
most people have no idea how you get
to be in local repertory theaters, not
to mention the touring company for
Rent.
Well, in spring of 2002, there were final
callbacks for Rent. But I actually got
the opportunity to apprentice with the
Williamstown Theater Festival at their
annual summer festival, and I went with
that. It’s such an awesome opportunity.
The scouts who attended Williamstown
pretty much had a list of people that
they had their eye on, and I was lucky
enough to get a few calls. So I went
through some more Rent auditions, and
here I am. Its still all so surreal.
What is the Williamstown Festival?
It’s regional theater, and it’s only
during the summer. It’s definitely
“more for the art” than anything. I met
the director of Rent, Michael [Grief],
at Williamstown. I mean, it’s a place
where you can just sit down and have a

Rent cast brings the show to the
most amazing of heights. They
sing the songs so that they are
more than Broadway hits; these
songs are heartfelt, upbeat,
essential to the plot, and never
out of place. Those things can
only be made possible with the
most talented of casts.
Gligor and Maroulis both
stood out exceptionally as the
show’s leads. Gligor wasn’t the
typical, hopeless young film
maker. Maroulis wasn’t a
languishing, weak musician.
Larson instead created char
acters that were incredibly real
people. Gligor and Maroulis
communicated problems than
were more than believable, and
their friendship came across as
incredibly pure. Gligor tossed
his camera back and forth in
different situations like it was
second nature, and Maroulis’
frustrated rock musician motif

seemed more reality than
acting. Rent’s emotional issues
can be either unfathomable to
one viewer or all too real to
another viewer, but Gligor and
Maroulis performed in such a
way that they were convincing
to all of the different audiences.
These weren’t actors on stage
with sad but a little far-fetched
problems. They instead were
the kids who had a lot to deal
with and somehow pulled their
lives together beautifully.
Rent's distinct music is its
hallmark. Not many musicals
today have been able to
combine rock, R&B, gospel, a
cappella answering machine
messages, and your classic
Christmas carol into one piece
of work. The harmonies in all
of the numbers were modern
and appealing to the audience,
accentuating the youngness and
modernity of the cast. These
songs, most importantly, cross

all typical distinctions between
genres of music, and bring them
together into one show that
transcends all emotion and
appeals to all.
One weak point in this show
was that Kirchner was not as
strong in the role of Mimi as she
should have been. When she
tries to win over Maroulis in
“Light My Candle,” her notes
are sung so beautifully that
there’s no question of her talent.
But “Out Tonight,” Kirchner’s
big solo number, was obviously
a stretch of that talent. Unlike
the long, full notes of the first
number, “Out Tonight” was
filled with punchy notes and
choreography. It did little to
maintain the crowd’s excite
ment after her first entrance,
and, in all, it was forced. She
was more focused on hitting the
notes and the leg extensions
than actually having fun, as the
song implies she should be.
Kirchner played Mimi fairly
well in the other numbers, but
this test of talent, in what is
supposed to be her character’s
claim to fame, marred the
performance.
There aren’t many bad
things that one can say about the
script or score of Larson’s Rent.
Its all about the acting and
singing, and how much energy
that the actors can infuse into
the audience. This touring cast
did just that: singing, acting, and
dancing were amazing in most
cases, and the energy and
friendship apparent on stage
reached right into the audience,
grabbing it and leaving Rent's
mark on us forever.
GRADE: A-

hot dog with Kevin Spacey. It’s great.

Tell me a little bit about your band.
Our band is called “Pray for the Soul of
Betty.” We are so lucky because we are
able to tour right with Rent. We actually
[had] two shows right in Providence the
weekend of the show. This way people
are able to see a different side of me. We
can go out there, and just play a few
shows low key...it’s a completely
different thing.

Whats yourfavorite role?
Well, Hedwig [role of Hedwig] out of
Portsmouth, NH was a pretty awesome
experience. It really contributed to that
“breakthrough” that everyone needs as
an actor. I had the wig, my tools.. .It was
really my show, I could do my own thing.
After that, MacBeth [role of MacBeth].
Shakespeare is just amazing... there's
the danger, the sex, and all the adversity
and the victory you need in a show. You
can really wrap your mouth around those
words. The amazing thing about
Shakespeare is that it’s all in the text. It
was true 500 years ago, and his stuff still
is today. Its amazing.
Who in the entertainment business do
you admire?
Oh wow... well, Sam Cook, Jim
Morrison, Led Zepplin, U2, Bob Marley,
Queens of the Stone Age, Nirvanna, Sean
Penn, Gregory Peck...to name a few.

Courtesy of PPAC

that’s how you gotta think about it. I try
to relate this to Roger; I try to bring a
totally different thing to him. He’s a
struggling musician; I can totally relate.
I mean, he has relationship problems,
I’ve had my fair share. But in the end,
work is work. Try to keep things as
simple as possible.

How do you feel about this tour in
particular?
I think that there’s really something
special about this tour. A lot of us are
native New Yorkers. It’s a lot of fresh,
raw talent.

How is the psychological impact of
RENT different as a performer? It
obviously involved incredibly difficult
issues of today. How do you inhabit a
role that others have already played?

How do you feel about the acting part
of these shows?
I’ve always been into rock music and
into singing, but I’ve also always been

Honestly, this Rent thing is really such a
groundbreaking, magical experience—
not to sound too corny or anything. But
I guess above all, work is work, and

an actor. At the Conservatory 1 got all
the classical acting training, and that
“breakthrough” I talked about during my
senior year just added so much to me—

it’s definitely a learning experience.
You’re so exposed in acting—it’s so
dangerous, it’s so sexy.

When does the tour end?
The tour ends in July. We are all so
excited, we are ending with Japan.
People have already emailed us from
Japan (from Osaka, Tokyo), and they
are so excited.

What advice would you give to the
college actor?
I read once that “complexity is best
expressed through simplicity.” You
have to learn through applying the
work, through learning about it. Just
get up there and do it, get involved in
the community theater... you have to
hustle, you have to meet people. You
have to know that it’s gonna be really
tough, but it’s definitely worth it. Asa
professor used to say to me, it’s life or
death out there—so make it happen.
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Separated and stranded on the subway
Christine Bagley’06
Asst. Portfolio Editor

by

Have you ever gotten lost in
Chinatown? I bet that you
haven’t. Bet you that I have.
The day was March 14th.
Mom and I loved
SHORT taking day trips into
STORY New York City. We
usually visited the
typical tourist attractions:
Times Square, FAO Schwartz,
the Empire State Building,
Rockefeller Plaza, 5th Avenue.
But, on this fated day, we
planned to shift gears and take
ajaunt to the lovely Chinatown
way over on Canal Street.
Our day had been going
fabulously. We had bought fun
souvenirs and trinkets from the
sidewalk
shops:
back
scratchers, a purse, and jeweled
hairclips. Our taste buds had
been tickled with herbal tea.
The air was filled with
enchanting music. Vibrant
colors of ruby, jade, orchid, and
melon illuminated the streets.
People bustled up and down,
across and diagonally on the
street. We were delighted at the
spectacle and energy of
Chinatown.
Mom and I headed down to
the Subway to take the rail back
up to Midtown. Our MetroCards in hand, Mom swiped
through the gate. My card was
being stubborn and wouldn’t
swipe after several attempts. In
a panic, Mom approached the
melancholy man at the service
window and asked for
assistance. He looked at my
middle-aged mother on one
side of the gate and me on the
opposite side of the iron bars.
Sparing us, he instructed me to
head up on the elevator, look
for the fish market, come back
down, and he would let me
through the gates where my

CAITLIN BROWN '06/The Cowl

now-frantic-mother awaited.
On my way to the elevator, I
studied the mosaic tiles
decorating the Subway walls
and noticed an odd-colored
one—a strange peach shade. I
took the elevator as far up as it
would go and got off. I looked
around and the decorated and
lively street once again wel
comed me. Remembering his
orders, I crossed over to the next
elevator shaft and headed back
down, riding down with a sole
strange man. I stepped off at the

‘ding’ of the elevator doors
opening. Glancing around, I
recognized the certain odd
colored tile that I had studied
just a minute before. Had I
taken the elevator up and then
back down on the same side of
the street instead of crossing
over the street? My pace picked
up and I revisited the place I had
left my mother. There were so
many people I couldn’t find her
among the crowd. Of course,
the despon-dent man at the
service window had not moved.

I raced back to the elevator
and again zoomed back up to
street level. I whipped out my
cell phone to dial Mom’s
number, only to remember that
today, of all days, Mom voted
to not bring her phone with her.
As my eyes held in tears, my
nose went to work at smelling
forthis “fish market.” I spotted
it across the street. I realized
the delightful man at the ticket
window wanted me to cross
over the street and take the
elevator down on that side to

meet my mother. Pressing the
street-walk button furiously, I
waited for the little glowing
man to let me cross. I dashed
across the street, took a whiff
of the fish, and hopped onto the
correct elevator. As I reached
the bottom, I didn’t notice any
peach colored tiles, so I
rationalized I was at least at a
new place. Just then, I
recognized my mother in her
red coat spinning left and right
to ask people if they had seen
“her baby.”
I ran to her, shouting the
most comforting words she had
ever heard, “Mom! I’m here!”
Grabbing me tightly and
sobbing on me generously, I let
her enjoy the moment of
reunion. I was gone a mere four
minutes but it felt like hours.
When you’re separated, your
stomach feels like lead and
objects fade into a haze.
“I should never have let you
find your way by yourself! I
hate these subways.”
On the subway back to
Midtown, I heard about all her
new friends—a man begging
for money and food, a child
stepping on her foot as he
dashed by hoping to catch a
pigeon, a lady asking if Mom
knew a good lawyer for her
divorce case. Mom reported
she had just cried and fired back
at her new chums that she had
just lost her daughter and to
leave her alone.
“All of that happened in four
minutes?” I asked.
“You were only gone four
minutes?” she sighed in
exhaustion as she grasped the
subway handle. I wiped a
teardrop off her cheek and
nodded. The subway car
rounded the dark bend and we
left Chinatown.

Highway encounters of the teenage kind In defense of
Halloween

(Jen) It was a dark and stormy night.
Actually, it wasn’t really that stormy, but
it was dark and foggy. Lisa realized that
these weren’t the ideal driving
conditions as she made her
PASS- way back home from
AROUND southern
Timbucktu
University. She had stayed
at STU overnight to visit her friend
Michelle and was now making the three
hour trek back to East Timbucktu. She
had meant to leave before sunset so she
wouldn’t have to drive in the dark, but
she lost track of time while reminiscing
with Michelle.
“Hope I can make it back before
midnight,” Lisa mumbled to herself as
she leaned forward in an effort to see
anything through the fog. Miles of
empty highway lay in front of her and
she knew she was in for a long drive.
“At least I can listen to music,” she
thought, right as her CD player started
beeping, smoking, and ejected her Kelly
Clarkson CD. The sheer force of the CD
coming out of the player caught Lisa off
guard and she screamed and swerved
onto the median strip. There were no
other cars on the road, so she had not
been in danger of hitting another car, but
she needed a minute to pull herself
together after the ejection incident.
Lisa took a few deep breaths and put
the car in park. After she had sat there
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for a minute, she tried to put the car back
in drive, but it wouldn’t budge. The car
remained in park with the engine on.
Lisa checked the emergency brake,
which wasn’t on. Nothing was blinking
or beeping, yet the car wouldn’t move.
Lisa was now getting angry and she
reached behind her seat for her cell
phone in her purse. Surely, her parents
would know what to do.
Unfortunately for Lisa, she had left
her phone at STU. She was just about to
scream in annoyance and desperation
when she saw lights ahead coming
towards her. She calmed down a little
bit and waited to see if the approaching
person would be able to help her...
(Chris) As the approaching car—

well, approached, Lisa opened her door,
got out, and began to wave her arms
frantically, trying to flag the driver down.
The car slowed down, pulled into the
nearest lane but did not stop. The driver,
a young man about Lisa’s age, leaned
out his window and yelled, “Strange
place to be exercising!” He continued on
his way.
“What a jerk!” Lisa thought to
herself. She was just about to get back
in her car when she saw another set of
headlights approaching from behind.
Lisa resumed her frantic arm waving.
This time, the car pulled up next to hers
and stopped. The door opened, and the
driver stepped out. Nothing could have
prepared Lisa for what was about to
happen.
(Katie H) A little old woman, at least
in her 70s, approached Lisa. The woman
had silvery hair, neatly fashioned into a
bun at the nape of her neck.
“Can I help you dear?” The old
woman squeaked her question as it
looked like the wind might just blow her
over. Lisa doubted that the old woman
even knew what a cell phone was, let
alone owned one, but she inquired
anyway.
“You wouldn't happen to have a cell
phone would you?” The old woman
looked confused. Clearly she had no idea
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by

Jennifer Skala ’05
Portfolio Editor

Christmas is a time when our homes
are filled with warmth. Mantles are
decorated with tiny Nativity scenes or
miniature Santas and garnished with
fresh boughs of pine.
ESSAY Twinkling white lights twist
around staircases and lamp
posts, and electric candles in
windows cast a soft radiance throughout
the home. It’s difficult to walk into a
home at Christmastime and not be
overwhelmed with a warm and cozy
feeling.
I get that cozy feeling when I walk
into my house at Halloween time. The
mantle is adorned with small jack-olantems and black cat figurines. A witch
with sparkly black hair and red light-up
eyes sits upon our coffee table. Small
plastic pumpkin and ghost lights are
strung up in the dining room and
multiple ceramic jack-o-lanterns are
scattered about the house.
Now, don’t get me wrong—I don’t
live in a home full of crazy people;
Halloween at our house is a very classy
holiday. The decorations are tasteful and

DECORATIONS/Page 21
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Poetry Corner
Reciprocal Expectancy
by

Give us this day our daily bread
by

Sara Schepis ‘’04
Portfolio Staff

“You gave them bread from heaven
Containing every blessing.”
To receive “Abyss so great we lose ourselves therein!”
May we starve for Thee, nourished stronger than our flaws
Diurnal strength and food! Cell of repose innermost.
Dip the goblet, for see — He gifts us overspilling need
The well of hope and blessing is at hand.
Daily bread, daily given, I have not grain-houses
Nor think of what shall feed me future calends:
Each-day vision, Each-breath benefaction
All we need, hand cherished are we — “God alone suffices”
Sacred hands lift bread and mix the wine
“This is my Body — this my saving Blood
Nothing outsoars in earth or heaven this perfect consecration
At altar-table the Victim-priest makes holy Immolation
“Do this in memory of me,” the Redeemer’s Words.
No sound in the garden but night birds and friend’s slumber
Water splashes over Pilate’s hands — the Way of the Cross is begun.
Mysterious Passion! “ Weep not for me.. for you and for your children ”
The nail, spear, dice and jeers, the reed and sponge — eclipse!
“Remember me Lord.” “This day you will see paradise”
The greatest battle-strife is climaxed — “Surely this is God!”
“Thy will be done O Father" ...“It is done. ”

Shifting
Joan Barker ’04
Managing Editor
by

Christopher Parcels ‘’04
Portfolio Staff

In the room where I can’t catch my breath,
In this life where life eludes me,
All my senses tend toward death
In a stunning reciprocity.
There is no love without some hate,
Nothing sweet without acerbitude,
No breath until I suffocate,
No union without solitude,
No beginning without first an end,
No enemy who wasn’t first a friend.
In the room where I can’t see my way,
In this life where paths remain unlit,
I shall embrace the breaking of the day
When life turns sweeter for the suffering it.
Hope is mine, for I despair.

I Can See Why Writers
Might Not Get Much Sleep
Chris Fahey ’05
Portfolio Staff

by

I can see why writers might not get much sleep,
For to a dead man’s rhyme, what reader shall pay heed,
Or rather waste his time on verses of ever blank replete.
I can see why writers might not get much sleep.
Wrestled from his nestle, he wakes not by choice,
Disposing of it all on paper, he satisfies the voice.
I can see why writers might not get much sleep.
Dedication is but a reason for the neighbors,
Had he had a choice, he could have been a waiter.
I can see why writers might not get much sleep.
Late nights by fluorescent lights, he makes his plight:
A poet serves the writer to be his incandescent might.
I can see why writers might not get much sleep.
His banquet of thoughts, he will devour to its deplete,
For it is his best idea that he ever so longs to meet.
I can see why writers might not get much sleep.

It was hard to move on that day...

Dark marble clouds hung as a callous reflection above the cement landing:
naked and cracked, bleak and bitter.
The burning leaves of autumn were the only mark of color fixed upon this simple scene.
They had fallen from the red maple, whose black branches grew like crooked fingers Those of beggars’ hands, long ago surrendered in their efforts to seize the austere skies.
The leaves had fallen, and that was done.
They lay still as flames frozen in an absent breeze...
It was this stillness that left the air empty.
It was this stillness that cast a vacant chill across the lifeless setting.
That it would have been an interruption to force a smile, to shuffle feet, or to softly weep made that tender kiss feel so detached,
until a stream of warm and weakened tears trickled down and collected around the trembling lips that pressed his name
They tasted salt and stone, though nothing gentle of him.

Spaghetti Dinner
hosted by the pre-med honor society

Alpha Epsilon Delta
Wednesday, November 5th
at Me Phails
5:30-8:30pm

$3 all you
can eat!
[Buy tickets from AED members or just show up at the door
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Decorations:Home is where

the ceramic jack-o-lantem is
continued from page 19

cute (except for that witch on our
coffee table), and the various ceramic
haunted houses and pumpkins give the
house a nice glow when they’re lit up
at night. In my opinion, Halloween
gets a bad rap—just because many
people see it as a creepy, pointless day
centered around candy and costumes,
does not mean it can’t be a holiday for
families to enjoy.
I have always loved Halloween
because of our elaborately festooned
home. Growing up, it was so much fun
to bring down all of the boxes of
decorations from storage at the
beginning of October (Note: we have
the same number of, if not more, boxes
of Halloween decorations as we do for
Christmas).
You’re probably wondering when
this family fascination with Halloween
started, but I really don’t know the
answer to that question. Halloween has
been a bit deal in our house for as long
as I can remember. My mom is the one
who decorates and my brother and I
were more than willing to help when
we were younger.

My roommate was highly
doubtful of the coziness that
can accompany Halloween
and thought my family was
crazy when I described our
fondness for the holiday. I
think she was even
somewhat frightened to
come home with me for
Columbus Day last year.

Every year, there are a few more
pumpkins or ghosts than the year
before. My mom can’t resist a sale on
a Halloween accessory even if she sees
it in July. Also, friends and family are
aware of our feelings for Oct. 31, so
my mom inevitably receives

decorations as gifts. At this point, my dad
just kind of goes along with the craze
because he knows how much my mom
loves Halloween.
My mom has most certainly passed
that love on to me, which is evident by
the Halloween trinkets scattered around
our apartment at PC. Our collection is
paltry compared to the one at my house,
but the Halloween spirit is clearly present
in our apartment. The best part about this
array of decorations is that all of my
roommates have contributed to it—I
would like to think that I have influenced
them over the years and have increased
their sentiment for this day.
When I first met her, my roommate
was highly doubtful of the coziness that
can accompany Halloween and thought
my family was crazy when I described
our fondness for the holiday. I think she
was even somewhat frightened to come
home with me for Columbus Day last
year. She admitted to me later that she
pictured our house as being a tacky
monument to a holiday based around
ghosts, witches, and bags of mini-sized
candy bars.
Needless to say, her mind was
completely changed once she exper
ienced the wonder of the Skala home
decorated for Halloween. This year, she
looked forward to Columbus Day so she
could see what new additions my mom
had made to our Halloween collection.
My roommate is just one of the
countless people who have seen
Halloween in a new light once they come
to our house. Halloween doesn’t have to
be scary or tasteless or cheesy. It can be
cute, fun, and give any home a warm
feeling. Every family should have one
holiday that they can truly embrace. Most
families choose Christmas as this holiday,
but my family just so happened to choose
Halloween.
So this Halloween, don’t just see the
holiday as a day to toilet paper houses,
pig out on candy, and create mischief
while wearing a ridiculous costume. Try
to see Halloween as my family does—a
fun day to hand out treats to the
neighborhood kids, string up the old
pumpkin lights, and feel cozy in a house
full of (plastic) witches, ghosts and bats.

Lisa gets help from
an unlikely source...or does she?

Breakdown:
continued from page 19

what Lisa was talking about. Then she
began fishing through her tattered
carpetbag, a la Mary Poppins. Oh this
is gonna be good, she’s going to offer
me saltines and a dixie cup filled with
bromo-fizz- The woman pulled out
what looked like a small tree branch.
“Why don’t you use my magic
wand, dear.” Just like that, like there
was nothing weird about that sentence.
Lisa wasn’t sure whether to laugh or
cry. So she did what any sane, yet
frazzled, young woman would do after
a bout with unexpected off-roading
median tango...
(Christine) She considered this
woman could be her fairy-godmother,
sent to change her dead-beat car into
a giant carriage for her to gallivant off
into the night to find her prince, or
more importantly, her home. A Mary
Poppins-bag-holding-fairygodmother? Too Disney to be true.
Lisa took the wand and waved it
around a few times towards her car and
looked back frustrated at the lady.
“No, no dear! You must ask the
wand to grant your wish.”
Great, now Aladdin’s genie had
stopped by. Lisa took a deep breath,
closed her eyes and muttered: “One,
Two, Three, Four—Fix, Fix, my Poor
Little Car.”

As Lisa spun around to face the old
woman, she jumped back at the sight. The
woman had grown a sparkling black cape
and pointed witch hat. Her fingernails
reached towards Lisa’s arm and she
breathed heavily. She didn’t cackle or
croak like Lisa might have expected from
a scary witch.
“My child, do not be afraid. I have
come to help you with your car, which
my dear, could really use a washing,” said
the old woman.
Lisa looked at the woman’s twinkling,
spit-spot car and then again at the woman.
“Oh, I don’t ride brooms dear, too
uncomfortable” she seemed to have read
Lisa’s mind.
Lisa did not have time for jokes; she
wanted to go home. She placed the wand
on the pavement and jumped into her car.
Jamming the car into drive she floored it.
Surprisingly, the car sped away without
any trouble. Glancing back in the
rearview mirror, she didn’t see the
headlights from the woman’s parked car.
In fact, she didn’t even see a car. Taking
a double look, Lisa saw the silhouette of
a woman riding a broom past a misty
moon as she threw her head backwards
cackling an evil laugh
“Last time I leave home during a full
moon...’’Lisa mumbled to herself as she
headed back toward East Timbucktu.
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Katie Knows Best
Our lady of logical analysis gives a confused
chap tips on what to buy for his lady
by

Katie McBrine ’04
Portfolio Staff

Dear Katie,
My girlfriend’s birthday is in a few
days. What should I get her?
- Billy Bob

Dear Billy Bob,
Your girlfriend should dump you for
waiting this long to think of gift idea for
her. Period. If her birthday is next week,
the wheels should have been turning
months ago.
Sometimes, the best gift ideas involve
online shopping, plane tickets, or better
yet, the appraisal of precious metals and
stones. Assuming she has no idea you
waited this long—you do need gift ideas.
Someone once told me a gift for a girl
should be one of three things: sweet
squishy, or sparkly.
True, many girls appreciate candy
and fuzzy stuffed animals. This is
appropriate for a young relationship.
Anything much more expensive may
imply an unhealthy level of commitment
only a few months into a relationship.
(Think over-obsessive stalker.)
However, lets say you have been
dating for a year— that is one whole year
she has had to put up with you! There
should be nothing less than a sparkly
accessory in that gift box on her birthday.
No way around it, end of story.
Now, let’s assume, you are feeling a
bit stifled in this relationship and you
want to let her down easily. The birthday
is the perfect chance to start this.

Breaking up with her on her birthday
would, of course, be heinous beyond
belief. However, the gift you choose for
her could make or break your
relationship.

The gift you choose for her
could make or break your
relationship. How can you
“royally screw things up”? A
video game would do. So
would a nice gift certificate
for facial waxing...These
gifts would mean an instant
break up.
How can you royally “screw things
up”? A video game would do. So would
a nice gift certificate for facial waxing.
Perhaps you could buy her a pair of pants
several sizes too large. These gifts would
mean an instant break up. Problem
solved.
Well, good luck to you, Billy Bob. I
hope your girlfriend’s birthday is a
success or utter failure (depending on
what you’re looking for).
Until next time,
Katie

Need some advice from someone with
a wealth of knowledge? E-mail Katie
with your question and maybe she’ll
give you the answer you’ve been
searching for:
pckatieknowsbest@yahoo.com

Roving Photographers
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If life at Providence College
were a horror movie, what
would it be called?

“Children of the Denim Skirts.”
Stacy Donfrancesco ’05 Carolyn Lubrano ’05
Diana Afonso ’05

“Nightmare on Eaton Street.”
Robert Salmani ’07

“I Know Who You Did Last Night.”
Chris Massed ’04

“Western Civ.”
Mike Tyskiewicz ’06

“Pet Cemetary.”
The Squirrels of PC

“Invasion of the White Jackets.”
Emily Sylvain ’07 Laura Donovan ’07

Blossom and Six

“A Walk of Shame to Remember.”
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The PC Scoreboard
Scores • Standings • Statistics • Schedules • Standouts

Standouts

Maura Robertson

David Cacciola

Women’s Soccer
Junior — Wellesley, Mass.
Robertson scored the game-winning goal in PC’s 1-0
defeat of Miami on Sunday—the first defeat of the
Hurricane’s by the Friars in program history. Her
goal in the 93rd minute was her fourth this season,
which in addition to her three assists gives her a team
leading 11 points on the year.

Men’s Hockey
Junior — Burlington, Mass.
Cacciola made 26 saves to lead nationally ranked
No. 14 Providence to a 0-0 tie against Merrimack on
Saturday, earning his first career shutout. His
performance Saturday followed his 23-save perfor
mance in PC’s 6-4 loss to No. 7 Boston University at
Schneider Arena.

Scores

Schedules

Thursday 10/23
Women’s Hockey vs. Northeastern

T 1-1

Friday 10/24
Women’s Soccer vs. Virginia Tech
Men’s Hockey vs. Boston University

L 1-0
L 6-4

Saturday 10/25
Men’s Swimming and Diving vs. Stonybrook
Women’s Swimming and Diving vs. Stonybrook
Volleyball vs. Syracuse
Men’s Hockey at Merrimack

L 119-90
L 130-10?
L 3-0
T 0-0

Sunday 10/26
Women’s Soccer vs. Miami
Field Hockey at Villanova
Men’s Soccer at Villanova

W l-o
L 2-0
L 1-0

Friday 10/31
Cross Country at Big East Championships
Men’s Hockey at UMass
Women’s Hockey at Dartmouth

1 p.m.
7 p.m.
7 p.m.

Saturday 11/1
Volleyball vs. Georgetown
Men’s Hockey vs. UMass
Field Hockey at UConn

1 p.m.
7 p.m.
1 p.m.

Sunday 11/2
Men’s Soccer vs. Virginia Tech
Men’s Basketball vs. Global Sports (exhibition)

1 p.m.
3 p.m.

Tuesday 11/4
Men’s Soccer vs. Harvard

1:30 p.m.

Wednesday 11/5
Women’s Basketball vs. Bryant (exhibition)
Volleyball at Marist

7:30 p.m.
7 p.m.

Standings
USCHO.com Division 1 Women’s Hockey Poll
Team
Record
Pts

4-0-0
0-0-0
0-0-0
4-2-0

147
136
113
98

PROVIDENCE

1-0-2

92

Wisconsin
St. Lawrence
New Hampshire
Mercyhurst
Minnesota State

4-2-0
2-1-1
1-0-1
2-1-1
6-0-0

72
66
44
35
16

Minnesota
Dartmouth
Harvard
Minnesota-Duluth

USCHO.com Division 1 Men’s Hockey Poll
Team
Record
Pts
Maine
North Dakota
New Hampshire
Michigan
Boston College
Denver
Boston University
Colorado College
Harvard
Minnesota
Cornell
Minnesota-Duluth
St. Cloud State
Massachusetts
PROVIDENCE

5-0-0
2-1-0
3-1-0
6-1-0
3-2-1
4-0-0
2-0-1
3-0-1
0-0-0
1-3-0
0-0-0
2-2-1
3-0-1
4-0-0
4-1-1

568
500
470
458
428
391
356
311
271
222
209
198
96
88
61
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Swimming and Diving falls to Stonybrook
by

Ryan Durkay ’05
Sports Staff

The Providence College
Men’s and Women’s Swimming
and Diving teams opened their
seasons with a meet against
SUNY St
SWIMMING
ony Brook
AND DIVING
last week
end. Despite the strong per
formance by both teams, the
Friars dropped the first meet of
the year, with the women falling
130-108, and the men losing
119-90.
On the Men’s side, two
Friars earned first-place
individual finishes to lead PC.
Freshman Brian Parker took
first in the 800-meter freestyle,
finishing in a time of 9:23.70,
and classmate Andrew Zockoff
captured a first place finish in

the 100-meter breastroke in
1:13.55.
Several Friars finished with
second-place finishes at the
meet, including sophomore
Frank LaMonaca in the 100meter butterfly (1:11.37), junior
Matthew Raske in the 100meter freestyle (55.86), and ,
freshman Jeff Vollero in the 100meter backstroke (1:02.84).
Finally, senior Patrick Kav
anagh and classmate Patrick
Franzen finished in second in
the 400-meter freestyle and 100meter breaststroke respectively.
For the Women’s team,
junior Jamie Modon-Cohen had
a first place finish in the 1 -meter
diving event with a score of
173.25. Junior Anne Nemeth
and freshman Carolyn Rider
also had first place individual
finishes to lead the Friars.

Nemeth won the 100-meter
breaststroke with a time of
1:18.13 and Rider captured the
100-meter butterfly with a time
of 1:11.00. The Friars also had
a first place finish in the 400meter freestyle relay with a time
of 4:19.97. The relay team
consisted of Nemeth, senior
Lyndsay Taylor, freshman
Emily Corcoran and freshman
Katelyn Flynn.
PC had five second place
individual finishers.
Senior captain Bridget
McKenna led the way with a
second place finish in the 800meter freestyle, and Corcoran
had two second place finishes
in the 200-meter freestyle and
the 100-meter breaststroke.
Freshman Katherine Miller
placed second in the 50-meter
freestyle, while sophomore Lori

Brezinsky had a second place
finish in the 100-meter
freestyle. The last second place
individual finish was Flynn in
the 400-meter freestyle. The
400-meter medley relay team of
Rider, Nemeth, Brezinsky and
sophomore Mariana Trilla also
finished second with a time of
4:50.16.
“It was a very positive
result,” said McKenna. “If you
compare this with last year we
performed so much better. Even
the coach of the other team said
how well we did. I was very
excited with the outcome.”
The team seems to have a
positive energy and everyone
agrees that they are getting
much better. With the energy
and positive attitude sur
rounding both the women’s and
men’s teams it should be an

interesting year watching the
team continue to get better.
After some up and down years,
this could be the beginning of
the resurgence for the
Providence College Swimming
program.
With the talent in the
freshman class and the veterans
of the team stepping up their
performances, the Friars could
be the team that nobody wants
to see come championship time.
Until that weekend comes
though, the Friars according to
McKenna have to stay positive
and swim hard. If the Friars do
that, then they should be in a
great, successful year.
“I just want to make the most
of my time here and make every
moment count because it has
gone by really quickly,” said
McKenna.

CLASSIFIEDS
FOR RENT/SALE

HELP WANTED

Unfurnished Apartments
BANQUET WAITSTAFF: Part-time
2-6 bedrooms Dishwasher,
nights, weekends. Holidays a must.
laundry facilities, alarm system, Looking for dependable people with
parking. Students welcome
own transportation. Great job for
Pembroke, Eaton, and Oakland students! Apply in person, Monday or
Streets A must-see!
Wednesday 9am-3pm (Cathy Brunette)
Please call Jim at 247-2129____ Friday or Saturday 7pm-8pm.
Apartments for Rent! Pembroke
Ave near PC. 1st, 2nd, and 3rd
Evelyn’s Villa, 272 Cowesett Ave.
floors. 3 or 4 large bedrooms, new West Warwick, RI 02893
kitchen appliances, stove,
E-mail: www.evelynsvilla.com
refrigerator, dishwasher, new gas .
baseboard heat, and gas hot water,
Ski or Ride for FREE!!
new bathrooms. Secure area with
Be a college rep for Stratton Mountain
lighted parking. $1200 per month.
Resort at your school and earn a
Call 274-7763.________________
FREE SEASON PASS! Located in
Apartments for Rent:
nearby southern Vermont, Stratton
Several 3, 4, and 6 bed recently
features 90 trails, 583 acres of terrain
renovated apartments available
now or for June 2004. Houses on and 16 lifts. Rated #1 in the East for
Terrain Parks by SKI Magazine in
Oakland, Pembroke, Pinehurst,
2003, Stratton offers big mountain
and Tyndall. Many have new
skiing and riding, (Two-time Olympic
baths, hardwoods, parking, and
Medallist Ross Powers calls Stratton
laundry. Some available with
home). For all the details contact
phone, cable, and high speed
Internet jacks in every room. Call Brooke at bsummers@intrawest.com
952-0966 or 742-4000 for details. Student House Rentals for 2004COLOR PRINTING &
2005 academic year 1/2 block to
COPY CENTER
campus on Tyndall Ave. Washer Marketing Rep for on-campus sales of
high-tech, low-cost printing & promo
+ dryer (not coin op) Call 401tional items with unlimited earnings
225-1067___________________
potential.
1988 Oldsmobile Delta
Call Brian at Color.37:
1-800-272-2809
White with Blue Interior, 127,00(
miles, Power windows, locks,
steering, and brakes, Cassette
player, aluminum wheels, tilt,
Fraternities - Sororities - Clubs new tires, 134 AC conversion,
Student Groups
alternator. Two years ago the
Earn $l,000-$2,000 this semester
battery, exhaust, and front brakes with a proven CampusFundraiser 3
were replaced. The car has some
hour fundraising event. Our free
rust but rest assured it runs
programs make fundraising easy
excellent. It was my
with no risks. Fundraising dates are
grandparent’s car and has plenty
filling quickly, so get with the
of life left in it. $750.00 or best
program! It works.
offer. Contact Adam D.
Contact CampusFundraiser
Aquilante, Officer 42 at Safety
at (888) 923-3238, or visit
and Security at 241-8647 or leave
www.campusfundraiser.com
a message in the office for
Aquilante (42) at 865-2391.

SPRING BREAK

SPRING BREAK

#1 Spring Break
Vacations! Cancun,
Jamaica, Acapulco,
Bahamas, Mazatlan,
Florida, SPadre. 110%
Best Prices! Book Now
& get Free Parties &
Meals! Group Discounts.
Now Hiring Campus
Reps! 1-800-234-7007
#1 Spring Break Vacations,
endlesssummertours .com Cancun, Jamaica, Acapulco,
Bahamas, Florida, S. Padre.
Spring Break ’04 with
110% Best Prices! All Trips
StudentCity.com and
Include up to 50 hours free
Maxim Magazine! Get
drinks. We only use the best
hooked up with Free
hotels.
Book NOW and get
Trips, Cash, and VIP
Status as a Campus Rep! FREE PARTIES AND MEALS.
Group discounts. Now hiring
Choose from 15 of the
campus reps- 15 friends and
hottest destinations.
travel free! 1-800-234-7007
Book early for FREE
www.endlesssummertours.com
MEALS, FREE
DRINKS and 150%
***ACTNOW! Book 11
Lowest Price Guarantee! people, get 12th trip free. Visit
To reserve online or
the official website for spring
view our Photo Gallery, break ’04. The best deals to the
visit
hottest destinations. Group
www.studentcity.com or discounts for 6+
Call 1-888www. springbreakdiscounts, com
SPRINGBREAK!
or 800-838-8202
SPRING BREAK 2004! Travel
***ACT NOW! Book 11 with Beach Life Vacations!

people, get 12th trip free.
Group discounts for 6+
800-838-8202 or
www.springbreakdiscounts.com

Want to be seen by
over 4,000 people
each week?
This space could be
yours!
Contact The Cowl at
401-865-2214 about
advertising
in the classified
section!
i

America’s Best Student Tour
Operator! Jamaica, Cancun,
Acapulco, Bahamas, Florida. Sell
Trips, Earn Cash, Travel Free!
Hurry—Book Now!
Call 1-800-733-6347
www.beachlifevacations.com
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PC: still looking for first Hockey East victory
continued from back page
in under a minute, making the
score 4-1. After that, PC
changed goalies, putting in
junior David Cacciola. The
change did not rattle BU, which
continued to pour on the
pressure. The Terriers added yet
another goal to go up 5-1.
The Friars came charging
back. On the penalty kill, the
puck got flipped up the boards
to freshman Colin McDonald,
who sent it past BU’s keeper to
score his first collegiate goal.
The shorthanded goal would
spark a strong comeback for the
Friars.
Just before the end of the
period, PC attempted to pull
their goalie, but the move
proved to be unnecessary as
junior Chris Chaput scored
before Cacciola could get to the
bench. Despite the surging
offense, the Friars were still
down 5-3.
“BU cycles the puck as well
as anyone in the country,” said
Pooley. “I give them a lot of
credit for that, and they exposed
us a little. It was a learning
process for us. I think we settled
down after we got down 5-1,
and started playing our game.”
The third period saw the
Friars again changing their style
of play, this time showing they
could be physical.
PC was controlling most of
the momentum, and closed
within one. Senior Cody
Loughlean took a pass from
classmate Peter Zingoni, slid
around the defense, and beat the
Terriers’ goalie, Sean Fields.
This would be the Friars last
goal, as Fields proved to be the

KRISTIN ELLIS '05/The Cowl

Above: Junior goalkeeper David Cacciola was named
Hockey East Defensive Player of the Week for his efforts last
weekend. Cacciola stopped 49 out of 50 shots he faced,
registering 26 saves against Merrimack on Saturday to
record his first career shutout, and recording 23 against BU.

KRISTIN ELLIS '05/The Cow

Terriers clutch player by
stopping several of the Friar’s
opportunities.
The Friars pulled Cacciola to
send an extra attacker in an
attempt to tie the game, but BU
cemented the win with nine
seconds left, scoring an empty
net goal.
The physical play down the
stretch seemed to catch BU on
their heels.
“We started transitioning the
puck quickly, we got in on the
forecheck, got physical with
them, and created turnovers,”
said Pooley.

Saturday, the Friars con
tinued conference play at
Merrimack, but still couldn’t
find a way to get their first
Hockey East win.
Both teams were held
scoreless, with each goalie
recording the first shutout of
their respective careers. The
Friars had a number of
opportunities
to
score
throughout the contest, with
Merrimack drawing 27 penalty
minutes throughout the game.
“Our defense, our whole
team actually, played really well
defensively,” said Cacciola.

Right: Senior left wing Peter Zingoni assisted on classmate
Cody Loughlean’s goal in the third period of Providence’s
loss to Boston University on Friday. Zingoni leads the team
in goals scored with five and is tied for the team lead in
assists with three on the season.
“They took away the seams and
let me see the puck well. It’s
too bad we just came away with
one point.”
“We didn’t penetrate as
much as we wanted to,” said
Pooley. “We had some chances,
but they hardly had any
chances. Our team played real
well defensively. It was just an
ugly game.”
The weekend wasn’t all bad
with Cacciola being named
Hockey East Defensive Player
of the Week. Cacciola stopped
49 of 50 shots he faced last
weekend.

The Friars fell a spot in the
national
rankings, now
currently ranked No. 15 in the
U. S. College Hockey Online
poll, released Oct. 27.
However, Providence will
look to regain ground and find
their first conference win in a
home and home series against
the University of Mass
achusetts, ranked just one spot
ahead of the Friars in the
USCHO.com poll.
The Friars will be at UMass
on Friday, and then return to
Schneider Arena on Saturday.
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Soccer: one win from Big East Tournament
continued from back page
Daley. “Obviously the most positive
would be getting to the Big East Tour
nament.”
A win Sunday at Villanova would
have clinched a spot for the Friars, but
they were beaten by a determined Wild
cats side still clinging to slim hopes of
qualifying for the tournament them
selves.
It was a match that featured four yel
low cards, 36 total shots, six corners, and
four offsides—yet only one goal. A
Villanova strike 20 minutes into the
match was all that the home team would
need to collect three points from the en
counter.
The Friars offense looked dangerous
at times but in the end, they could sim
ply not conjure up an equalizer. Outshot
9-3 in the first half, Providence actually
rebounded to outshoot Villanova 13-11
in the second stanza, but to no avail.
“We had a stretch early in the game
where we just didn’t play very well,”
Daley observed. “We were kind of
caught behind the eight-ball and we were
chasing the game away from home.
Villanova got an emotional lift after scor
ing their goal about 20 minutes in. We
outshot them and outplayed them the rest
of the way but just couldn’t find the

Friar
Fanfest fun
Fanfare:

continued from back page
We need more of that. What ever
happened to the half-court shot for a
free spring break or free tuition? Let’s
see how Abdul Mills and Sheiku
Kabba fare against some hot-handed
classmates!
While Late Night Madness is a pep
rally, and everyone loves an array of
dunks from the team, 20 minutes of
watching Chris Anrin and Maris Laksa
attempt dunks is too much. Let’s have
Tim Welsh pick captains, split up the
squad, and have the team go against
each other for 10 minutes like they do
at other schools. Why save it for the
Mai Brown Scrimmage? Let the
students judge how good the Friars can
be this year for themselves. You can
even bring in John Rooke or John
Dolan, the voices of the Friars, to do
play-by-play. It’s just one more thing
for the students looking forward to.
In past years before Late Night
Madness, the Department of Athletics
held a dinner for the basketball team,
their families, fans, staff and alumni
guests. This year, they broke with
tradition and instead held a “Basketball
Tip-Off Breakfast,” emceed by Joe
“Sonar” Hassett ’77 at the Westin
Hotel, prior to the first-ever FanFest
event at The Dunk.
With Late Night Madness geared
mainly toward revving up the student
body, FanFest focused on bringing
local families and alumni into the mix.
Co-sponsored by the Mai Brown Club,
the local PC alumni association, the
event was designed to give fans a look
at the Athletics program and increase
exposure of Providence’s student
athletes.
FanFest seemed to be well received.
About 1200 people attended and
enjoyed face painting for kids,
autographs from the men's and
women’s basketball and hockey teams,
a 32-foot rock climb and a free-throw
challenge. Additionally, fans got an
up-close look at Friars Basketball with
a tour of the men’s team’s locker
room—not bad, considering that Friars
athletics won’t even let a female
student reporter like myself in there.
On the whole though, I’d say that
both events were successful. PC
should always strive to be the best.
Don’t be afraid to try new things.
Hey, and as long as the Department
of Athletics throws a pretty good party,
you can trust that students will bring
the beverages—guaranteed.

NORA CASSIDY ’05/The Cowl

Sophomore midfielder Anthony
Petrarca and the Friars hope to
defeat Virginia Tech Sunday to
qualify for the Big East Tournament
for the second straight season.
equalizer.”
“I think collectively we’re a little dis
appointed with the game,” he continued.

Definitely with a game of that magnitude, knowing that if we won we were
guaranteed a spot in the Big East tour
nament, it’s tough to lose.”
Also this week, Providence’s home
match against Harvard originally sched
uled for Wednesday was postponed to
next Tuesday, Nov. 4, due to inclement
weather. This postponement has a posi
tive effect for Providence, which can
thank Mother Nature for allowing the
team to focus on Sunday’s showdown
with Virginia Tech.
“It’s definitely positive about the
game being cancelled today,” Daley said.
“We’ve had some injuries recently and
we’ve had some trouble with cautions,
so now we have a few more days to rest.”
Rest should do the squad good be
fore the all important Sunday encounter
with the Hokies at Glay Field at 1:00
p.m. As the situation stands right now,
the Friars find themselves in seventh
place, with 13 points from nine confer
ence games played.
Providence is in the enviable posi
tion of controlling its own destiny—a
win on Sunday insures that the Friars will
finish no lower than their current posi
tion and will thus qualify for the
postseason tournament.
Even if the Friars fail to take care of
business on Sunday, there are still sev-

eral scenarios under which the team can
sneak into the tourney.
A Villanova loss this Friday against
Notre Dame, currently in third place in
the conference would clinch a spot for
the Friars, as would a Boston College
loss or draw against Seton Hall.
Depending on the results from the
other Big East games, Providence could
wind up finishing anywhere from fourth
to ninth in the 13 team conference.
“There’s still some things that can
happen,” Daley noted. “Other teams
play before us; we’re actually the last
game of the regular season. There are
some scenarios that put us in whether we
win or not.”
But Daley refuses to leave anything
to chance. “If we take care of our busi
ness, we deserve to go,” he said. “If not,
then we don’t deserve to go. It’s that
simple.”
As for what the future holds for his
squad? “We’re looking forward to the
game this weekend,” he said. “I don’t
look beyond that at this point.”
With a win Sunday, however, the Fri
ars can look forward to a second con
secutive trip to the Big East tourna
ment—as well as look back on the regu
lar season as a success, having accom
plished their goal of making postseason
play-
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Friars upset Hurricanes
by

Stephen O’Keefe ’05
Sports Staff

For four seniors of the Providence
College Women’s Soccer team, Sunday,
Oct. 26 marked the final time they would
represent PC at Glay Field. For Emilie
Comeau,
Caroline
WOMEN'S Haines,
Marianna
SOCCER McDonald and Jaclyn
Ross, the season finale
against the University of Miami also
served as the finale to their careers as
Friars.
In their last game, the seniors led the
Friars to a feat never before
accomplished by the PC women’s soccer
program—a victory over the Hurricanes.
The Friars defeated Miami by a count
of 1-0 on a goal by junior Maura
Robertson. Robertson ended the contest
2:16 into overtime on a free kick.
Haines, the PC netminder, recorded
seven saves, including six in the second
half to post a shutout in her final Big East
game.
“We played great,” said Head Coach
Tracy Kerr. “The team stuck to the game
plan and did everything it needed to do
to win. We out shot the opponent, which
really put them under a lot of pressure.”
With the win, PC concluded its
regular season with an overall record of
7-7-3, including a 1-3-2 mark in
conference play. The loss dropped
Miami to 9-8-1 overall and 3-3-0 in Big
East contests.
Despite earning its first Big East win
on the season, and beating Miami for the
first time in school history, the sweetest
part of the Friars victory was sending the
seniors out with a win.

We played great. The team
stuck to the game plan and did
everything it needed to do to
win. We outshot the opponent,
which really put them under a
lot of pressure.
Tracy Kerr

“It is huge,” said Kerr. “That
definitely leaves positive feelings for
them. It is nice to end on a high. The
win was even more meaningful because
it was Miami, who we have never beaten.
We have come very close to beating them
in the past. It is also a great win since
Miami is leaving the conference. Most
of all it is great they (seniors) got to end
with a win.”
“I cannot even describe it to you,”
said Haines. “I was hoping for a win,
and ending on a shutout was the greatest
thing. I felt good about the way I played
and that we [seniors] got to go out with
a bang. I made some big saves and the
team made some great plays in front of
me. The game was so dramatic, no one
knew what was going to happen. No one
watching could have any idea how it
would end. And then for the game to
end on an amazing goal like that—I am
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SportShorts
All the news we couldn’t nt in...but did.

Ryan Gomes Named to Pre
season All Big East First Team

PETETAVIS ’05/TheCowl

Junior forward Maura Robertson
scored the game-winning goal in the
93rd minute of Providence’s first
ever defeat of the University of
Miami in the history of the women’s
soccer program.

of the game I was so happy.”
While the Friars were officially
eliminated from Big East Tournament
play on Friday, Oct. 24, hope still
remains for an invitation to the ECAC
postseason tournament. Providence had
already been eliminated prior to their 1 0 loss to Virginia Tech on Friday, because
Boston College had won both games
they played. In order to have a chance
at making the Big East Tournament, PC
needed a BC split and a win against
Virginia Tech.
“Boston College won both games,
which we did not know at the time,” said
Kerr. “It is definitely disappointing
because we did not know what happened
with BC. We played well but just could
not put the ball in the net.”
“It was disappointing,” said Haines.
“We thought we got out of our slump
and then we lose on what we felt was a
weak goal. It was a heartbreaker because
we kind of felt like our season hinged
on the game. We left with some regrets.”
Haines registered four saves in defeat
for the Friars, but could not stop a
Virginia Tech comer kick at 76:49. With
the loss, Providence fell to 6-7-3 (0-32), while Virginia Tech improved to 98-3 accompanied by a 2-3-0 record in
the Big East.
Despite the disappointing outcome
against Virginia Tech, the elation of
Senior Day washed away many of the
bitter feelings. For the departing seniors,
beating Miami in their final game
ensured that the season ended on a sweet
note and that they have one final positive
experience to recall in their soccer
careers at PC.

Have Your Voice Heard
Guest Speaker:
Matt Brown RI Secretary of State

Junior forward Ryan Gomes of the
Providence College Men’s Basketball
team was one of six players named to
the Preseason All-Big East First Team.
Gomes, who was named to the All-Big
East Second Team last season, becomes
the first Friar to earn the honor since John
Linehan was selected to the Team two
seasons ago in 2001-02.
Other first team selections include
Emeka Okafor and Ben Gordon of
Connecticut, Darius Rice of Miami,
Chris Thomas of Notre Dame, and
Hakim Warrick of Syracuse.
Gomes was the Friars’ top scorer,
averaging 18.4 points per game and also
led the team in rebounding with 9.7 per
game last season. He recorded 17
double-doubles and scored 20 or more
points in a game 15 times.
Additionally, Gomes set Providence
records for most points by a sophomore
with 589, and a total which ranks 12th
all-time at Providence for a single-season
total. He also made 163 free throws in
2002-03, which is the sixth highest
single-season total ever at Providence.
Gomes finished the season ranked 21st
in the nation in rebounds per game (9.7).
For his efforts last season, Gomes
earned Second Team All-Big East,
Second Team NABC District 1,
Basketball Times All-Northeast Region
and USBWA All-District 1 honors in
2002-03.

Volleyball defeated by Syracuse
Junior Ayana Cadres led the Friars
offense with 13 kills out of 37 total
attacks, but it was not enough to get PC
by the Orangemen.
Providence sophomore Allison Baker

Don't

also helped out on the offensive end
adding 11 kills on 30 attacks.
Additionally, Baker and freshman Kerry
Schultz led the team in digs, each
finishing with eight.
With the loss, Head Coach Margot
Royer’s team falls to 3-21 on the season.
Providence faces up against George
town in the team’s last home match of
the season on Saturday. Seniors Megan
St. Ledger and Brigid Collins will be
honored at Senior Day for their
dedication to the program over the past
few seasons.
After squaring off against the Hoyas,
the Friars will have two away games left
on the season—against Marist and St.
John’s respectively.

Rugby’s Next Playoff Game
Could Lead to Spring Season
The Providence College Women’s
Rugby team won its first playoff game
against the University of Vermont this
past weekend.
Standouts in the game were Emily
Philbin and Jenn Lauring. Thus far this
season the Friars have managed to hold
a 5-0 record.
Friday, the Friars will be heading to
the second round of playoffs in
Plymouth, Mass.
The team that wins the tournament
this weekend will be moving on to the
Northeasterner’s Tournament the
following weekend. The North
easterner’s Tournament determines
whether team will be participating in the
Nationals during the spring season or
not.
For more information on Providence
Women’s Rugby go to www.nefru.org
and look under Women's Division Two,
east for the Friars.

be left in the dark

WHEN YOU PAY FOR COLLEGE.
There are 250,000 ways to pay for
college with our Scholarship Channel.

Search over 250,000 scholarships
in our free database

Receive relevant scholarship
updates through email
Increase your success rate
through articles and advice

Come Register To Vote!
Plus, food and prizes!
When: Wednesday, November 12

Where: McPhail's

Time: 7:00 p.m.
Sponsored By Political Science Departement

www.thecowl.com/scholarships
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Sports
Party
in the
paint
Anyone who has ever
thrown a party knows
how much time and
effort goes into its plan
ning.
UT
O
For
example,
OF
say
Bounds you’re
Lauren DeMauro'05
going
Sports Editor
to have
a party—and not just
one of those ones where
you invite 10 or 15
people over to your fourman in Davis. We’re
talking a 21st birthday
extravaganza for that
favorite someone, or a
Superbowl bash
complete with stadium
seating. Either way, you
have some serious
planning to do.
There’s food to pick
up, the beer—er, soda—
and other non-alcoholic
beverages to buy. Oh
yeah, and don’t forget to
invite the people.
So how many people
would you invite to your
party? Fifty, 60 people?
If you had a really big
house, would you go for
100 guests? How about
multiplying that by 40—
that’s right, 4,000
guests? Now that’d be
impressive to pull off.
Don’t think it’s hard?
Just ask the Providence
College Department of
Athletics, who took on
two such events in 10
days—first, Late Night
Madness on Oct. 17, and
then the first annual FanFest at the Dunkin
Donuts Center last
Saturday.
Most would agree
that this year’s edition of
Late Night Madness was
certainly an improve
ment from the earlyevening folly of last
year’s event. The
turnout was better, as
were the emcees, student
acts and the DJ. The PC
Dance Team and Cheer
leaders did a good job of
keeping the crowd enter
tained before the teams
came out, throwing tshirts to the crowd.
Also, the annual high
light video was good,
but how about next time
showing the best stuff
early in the tape, i.e.,
Rob Sanders’ off-thebackboard tomahawk
slam in the NIT last
season? The tape never
finishes.
In my book, this
year’s LNM gets higher
ratings than years past,
but improvements can
still be made. For
example, bringing the
student body into the
event with the threepoint contest was great.
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Blacked out on the ice Win
by

and in

Larry Harvey ’05
Sports Staff

The Providence
College Men’s Hockey
team just couldn’t seem to
get things going this
weekend.
MEN’S The Friars
HOCKEY came up
just short against Boston
University on Friday
night, falling 6-4, giving
PC its first loss of the
season. PC followed the
loss by tying Merrimack
Saturday night—pro
ducing the first 0-0 tie in
Providence
College
hockey history.
Friday night’s Black
out game against BU was
the Friars’ first conference
game of the season. The
Terriers came out strong,
scoring just three minutes
into the game.
Providence answered
on a power play, when
senior defenseman and
captain Stephen Wood
snapped in a wrist shot
from the blue line. BU
reclaimed the lead during
a three-on-five power
play. Just after the first
penalty ended, the
Terriers scored to take a
lead they would not give
up.
________________

by

KRISTIN ELLIS ’05/The Cowl

Senior right wing Jonathan Goodwin faces off against a BU opponent in
PC’s 6-4 loss at Schneider Arena on Friday.

Although neither team
seemed to be playing their
best, the Friars were able
to keep the game close at
the close of the first
period.
“I thought we played

pretty well the first
period,” said Head Coach
Paul Pooley, “but I think
we were scrambling, a
little bit emotionally too
high.”
In the second period,

Providence came out less
aggressively, and BU took
full advantage. Early in
the second period, the
Terriers scored two goals
PC/Page 25

Kevin O’Brien ’07
Sports Staff

The ultimate goal of
the Providence College
Men’s Soccer team this
year was to equal and improve on the
MEN’S success of
SOCCER last year’s
squad, the first to qualify
for the Big East Tourna
ment in four years. With
a win this coming Sunday
at home against Virginia
Tech, that goal will be
come a reality.
After dropping a 1-0
decision against Villanova
last Sunday, the Friars sit
at 4-4-1 in Big East play
and 6-7-2 overall.
With the top eight
teams qualifying for the
Big East tournament and
the Friars currently in sev
enth place, a win this Sun
day guarantees a return
trip to the tournament for
a young but steadily im
proving Providence side.
“We’ve made some
positive strides this year,”
stated Head Coach Chaka
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control
PC skates to
a 1-1 draw as
Northeastern’s
goalie makes
46 saves
by

Pat Brown ’05
Sports Staff

Though the Con
stitution protects our right
to bear arms, the
Providence
College
Women’s
WOMEN’S Hockey
HOCKEY team
would
have gladly waived that
liberty last Thursday if it
had meant keeping
Northeastern’s secret
weapon,
goalkeeper
Chanda Gunn, off the ice.
Instead, the Huskies
arrived at Schneider
Arena packing heat and
forced the Friars into
settling for a 1-1 draw.
After all the smoke had
cleared, Providence still
remained undefeated on
the season, with the tie
pushing their overall
record to 1-0-2, and 0-01 in Hockey East action.
With the Friars having
defeated Northeastern in
every encounter last
season, Thursday’s fixture
was shaping up to be a
textbook example of
history repeating itself.
The Huskies’ defense,
however, refused to roll
over and play dead, as
Gunn inspired a much

squad to frustrate PC
throughout regulation and
during overtime play.
Providence opened the
scoring midway through
the first period, when
junior Rush Zimmerman
collected the rebound off
a shot from the blue line
and buried the puck past
the stranded goalkeeper.
While on the powerplay,
the Friars showed some
excellent skills moving
the puck, with junior
Hilary Greaves and senior
Meredith Roth collecting
assists on Zimmerman’s
second goal of the season.
Northeastern bounced
back, though, finding an
equalizer 10 minutes into
the second period. With
the score tied at one
apiece, each team looked
to its goalie to stay strong.
Determined not to dis
appoint, Gunn and PC
sophomore Jana Bugden
proceeded to stand on
their heads as the game
turned into a battle
between the pipes.
Showing that you can
teach an old Husky new
tricks, Gunn withstood a
barrage of shots, stopping
46 of 47 on the day.
Though firing on all
cylinders, the Friars just
could not find a way to
solve Northeastern’s
netminder, who was
named Hockey East
Player of the Week for her
performance for proving
that a Husky goalie by
name can also be a husky
goalie
by
trade.

NORA CASSIDY '05/The Cowl

Senior forward Darlene Stephenson and the
Friars tied the Huskies 1-1 on Thursday and are
still looking for their first Hockey East victory.
Head Coach Bob the Huskies, including
Deraney acknowledged multiple 2-on-l’s and a
the challenges posed to breakaway in the dying
Providence’s offense in seconds of regulation.
Though disappointed
the past few games.
“We faced some really not to have finished the
hard goaltending,” he day victorious, Pro
said. “And I think it’ll vidence is still regarding
help us to become better the result favorably.
“I think we shouldn’t
goalscorers, because
we’re not going to face look at it negatively,” said
that kind of goaltending senior captain Sarah
every night. The key Youlen. “We’ve got to
thing is not to get realize that we haven’t
frustrated, just to keep lost, take that as a positive
doing what we’re doing, thing, and go forward.”
Sophomore Karen
and eventually it’ll pay
off.” Bugden earned her Thatcher echoed her
fair share of the evening’s teammate’s sentiments.
spotlight, as she turned
“I think the North
away 14 of 15 shots from eastern game definitely

opened our eyes a little
bit,” she said. “We were
definitely the more skilled
team out there. [But], we
have to work harder,
we’ve got to get used to
each other, we’ve got to
put in more effort.”
Deraney offered a
similar assessment of
PC’s performance so far
this season.
“We have to con
sistently
be
more
consistent,” he said.
“You’ve got to clear up
the cobwebs at the beg
inning of the year. The
key is not to deviate from
what your plan is, no mat
ter what the results are.”
He also expressed
great pleasure at the
student turnout for the
game. “I thought the
crowd was great,” he said.
“I really think that the
support we’ve gotten at
such an early part of the
season will pay huge
dividends for us as we
continue down the year.”
With three games
under their belt, the Friars
look to extend their un
beaten streak as they
travel to nationally ranked
No. 2 Dartmouth on
Friday, Oct. 31, for what
promises to be a veritable
clash of the titans.
“It’s going to be a
tremendous
hockey
game,” said Deraney. “I
know we’ll come ready to
play. It’s the first team
we’re playing that’s
ranked ahead of us, so it’s
going to be interesting to
watch our girls.”

